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What's HOT at EEB: 


ICOM 706 
The rig everyone has waited for- HF all band/ 
all mode, 100 watts plus 100 w on 6 mt. and 
all mode 10 w on 2 mts. General coverage 


receive to 200 MHz & it's only the size of a | 


VHF mobile. Detachable front panel and 
more! At this writing in short supply. Get 
one on order NOW! 

list $1560 EEB $1299 


Prices have dropped 
on night vision scopes, no 
longer a military Hi price tag 
item! Use for home security, hunting, star 
gazing, nature study and more. Prices start 
under $300 


YAESU FT10 2 MT 
° 2.5 w Rx 140- 174 MHz 

* 6 button keypad 

¢ 30 memories 

* CTCSS (ENC) 

FT10/40B- A06 list $309 
starting at $249.95 


Stluniversacy 


ICOM 775 DSP 
The ultimate rig 200 watts 
analog or digital Rx Tx, 


NEW ICOM 7OG (actual size) 


STANDARD DUAL BAND 
MINL SHIRT POCKET : 
SIZED HT We need your 


E trade-ins! We Rave 
02.3 x 3.3.5 x .98 inches, 60z. . “custemers looking for, 


Receives 100-199/ 300-520/ 760-999 cell blkd r "good clean used gear. | 
*Xmits 144-148 & 438-450 MHz Fiof you fave unwanted 
*Power RF out .28 w gear consider trade Ins 

; elling ou n 4 
eRuns on 2AA i Pete 

5 if ; p acing It on censign- 

Ask Allen! He Loves His!! ment. Call raterBeb 
See it to believe it! aa ee 


C508A ONLY $289.95 for our collection 


GOTO SER TO BELIEVE ti: 


STANDARD 
C1208DA 2 mt 


antenna tuner, & 120V AC power. Treat de 2 mt 50 watt speaker 
yourself to the finest transceiver radio ie mic control, put rig under seat 


ever built! 


or in the trunk. Cap/ Mars Yes. 
Rec 100-200/ 250-520 
MHz. Has 50, 10 or 3 
watts output. Packet 
ready 9600 baud. 
list $549 


EEB $469.95 
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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 


May 4 Kent Island Hamfest, Kent Island, MD 

May 4 Southern Tier ARC & Binghamton ARA - Owego, NY 
May 5 The Great Hagerstown Hamfest, Hagerstown, MD 
May 5 Warminster ARC - Wrightstown, PA 

May 18 Ephrata ARS - Ephrata, PA 

May 26 Memorial Day Hamfest, West Friendship, MD 

May 31 - June 2 Rochester Hamfest - Rochester, NY 

May 31 - June 1 Atlantic Division Convention - Rochester, NY 

June 2 Manassas Hamfest, Manassas, VA 

June 2 Breezeshooters - Butler, PA 

June 8 Champlain Valley ARC, Plattsburgh, NY 

June 9 Central PA - Winfield, PA 

June 9 Lancaster ARC - Darien Center, NY 

June 9 Hanover Hamming Assn - Hanover, PA 

June 15 ‘ Skyline ARC - Cortland, NY 

June 16 Frederick Father's Day Hamfest, Frederick, MD 

July 4 Harrisburg RAC - Bressler, PA 

July 7 Murgas Amateur Radio Club, Dallas, PA 

July 13 Columbia Area ARC - Lancaster, PA 

July 14 Mid-Atlantic Amateur Radio Club, Kimberton, PA 
July 14 North Hills ARC - Pittsburgh, PA . 

July 20 Jonestown Mtn Repeater Assn 

July 20 Utica ARC - Frankfort, NY 

July 21 Indiana County Amateur Radio Club, Indiana, PA 

July 27 Columbia Montour Amateur Radio Club, Eerwick, PA 
July 28 BRATS - Timonium, MD 

July 28 Genesee RA - Batavia, NY 

August 4 Delaware-Lehigh ARC - Easton, PA . 
August 4 Winchester Hamfest 


August 4 Berryville Hamfest, Berryville, VA 


On The Cover 


Pictured on the cover this month is M.F. (Drummy) | 
Drumheiser, K3GIU of Elkridge, MD. Drummy is the net 


control for the "Old Gents Net" on the Green Mountain 
Repeater Association's repeater. Drummy can be heard 
operating the Old Gents Net daily on 146.88. 
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By John Queen 
KA@SEY 


It's amazing how dependent we are on 
technology. And it's also amazing how frustrated 
we become when that technology doesn't work. 
Case in point, AutoCall is produced each month 
on my Macintosh Quadra computer. I rely on my 
Mac for many purposes, and for the most part, it's 
always been trouble free. But today was a 
completely different story... 


This editorial is usually the last piece of 
AutoCall material produced before the magazine 
goes to the printer. But just as I sat down to write 
this month's editorial, Mr. Murphy of Murphy's 
Law fame decided to make an appearance. Now, 
I've had my share of run-ins with Mr. Murphy in 
the past, but today he decided to be an exceptional 
pain in the megabyte. 


As I settled down to my computer this morning 
to begin writing, there was a loud knock on the 
door. The door was my hard drive, and it was Mr. 
Murphy knocking loudly. My computer froze 
faster than an ice cube in Alaska, but since 
computers tend to freeze from time to time, I 
decided that a simple reboot was in order. Well, 
that was that last I saw of my editorial. In fact, that 
was the last I saw of the May issue of AutoCall. 


The computer did not boot up. In fact, I could 
swear it was laughing at me. It just sat there witha 
blank stare on its screen hoping to provoke my 
anger. Having worked with computers for 20 years, 
it didn't intimidate me. I reached over and routinely 


grabbed my emergency start up disk which ; 
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normally brings the hard drive back up. Except 
Mr. Murphy was looking over my shoulder. 


After spending about an hour trying various 
methods to reconstruct the files on the hard drive, 
I decided to probe deeper. It was becoming evident 
that not only did Mr. Murphy come to pay a visit, 
he brought his luggage with intentions of staying 
awhile. I pulled out every tool in my extensive bag 
of computer tricks and spent the next eight hours 
trying to reconstruct the files on the hard drive. I 
was able to salvage some, but not all. 


Finally, I came to the realization that my files 
were toast. Fortunately, I had most of the files 
backed up on tape, but I had to reformat the hard 
drive and reload the files individually. That took 
another five hours. Unfortunately, the last time I 
backed up my data files was last month, which 
meant that my 13 megabyte file containing the May 
issue of AutoCall was history. Forgive me if this 
editorial lacks my usual sense of joviality, but 
spending the entire day to fix a computer is not 
exactly my idea of fun. 


On the bright side, I had printed every page of 
this issue (except this page) last night before the 
"big crash". So all I had to do was write this 
editorial. Mr. Murphy left about an hour ago, and 
he's promised not to return for a long time. 

Ain't technology great? 

73's, de KA@SEY, John 
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MEMBER CLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club 

Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club 

Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 

ARINC Amateur Radio Club 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 

Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Culpeper Amateur Radio Association 
D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 

Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club 

Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association 
Herndon Repeater Group 

Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 
IBM Amateur Radio Club 

Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club 

Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 

Maryland FM Association 

Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 
Metropolitan Communications Network 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 
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Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club 
North Point FM Association 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Baltimore Chapter #20 
Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 
Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 
Vic Clark Chapter #91 
Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Waldorf Repeater Support Group 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


Talk-in on 


146.55 
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FCC 
Highlights 


By Jack Kelleher. 
W4ZC 


This month our principal source of information 
has been Amateur Radio Newsline, Inc., formerly 
the Westlink Radio Network. Newsline producer 
and editor is Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF. The hard 
copy INTERNET version is produced by Dale 
Cary, WD8AKO from Newsline scripts. 


NEW EUROPEAN EMI STANDARDS 


From England comes word that the draft of the 
European Union EMC Standard has been published 
by the European Telecommunications Standards 
Institute. It contains procedures and tests to ensure 
compliance with the European EMC Directive 
which came into force on the Ist of January. The 
Radio Society of Great Britain, through its EMC 
and Licensing Advisory Committees, is evaluating 
the document and will be responding to it. Copies 
are available from the British Standards Institution, 
389 Chiswick High Rd., London United Kingdom 


RELAXATION OF VE CONSTRAINTS 


The FCC has formally eliminated conflict-of- 
interest provisions that had kept those involved in 
the manufacture, distribution or sale of ham radio 
gear from taking part in the VEC testing system. 
The FCC action also conforms the ham radio rules 
to the new Communications Act of 1996, recently 
signed into law by President Clinton. 


The former provisions essentially precluded 
equipment manufacturers and their employees and 
anyone who prepares or distributes ham radio 
license study materials from administering 
Amateur Radio license examinations. The purpose 
was to prevent an employee from favoring 
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examinees who had purchased manuals or 
equipment produced or distributed by the VE or 
the VE’s employer. The FCC has concluded that 
other rules provisions, combined with current 
Amateur Radio license examination procedures, 
will protect against potential abuses. The 
Commission has also eliminated a requirement that 
volunteer examiners and volunteer examiner 
coordinators maintain records of out-of-pocket 
expenses and annually certify those expenses to 
the FCC. The FCC says that VEs and VECs still 
may recover actual out-of-pocket costs from 
examinees. The maximum reimbursement fee is 
six dollars and seven cents for 1996. 


The rules changes became effective February 
28th. The FCC says that because each exam is 
administered by three VEs and coordinated by a 
VEC it would be highly unlikely for any examinee 
to be favored by a VE or VEC. The agency notes 
that twelve years of experience with the VEC 
system has shown that breaches of trust by VEC’s 
and VE’s can be dealt with swiftly and immediately. 
This, by disaccrediting the offending VEs or 
rescinding the VEC agreement. (Newsline 3/10/ 
96). 


FCC TO VEC’S: COOPERATE 


The FCC has told the nations VEC’s to stop 
bickering and to cooperate in all aspects of testing. 
As reported last week, the American Radio Relay 
League has asked that the Commission declare the 
current VEC mechanism to be null and void. The 
League believes that a decision by most of the 
nations VEC’s to incorporate leaves those who do 
not want to join the new organization out in the 
cold in maintaining the test question pool. It now 
looks as if the FCC is not going to heed the 
League’s call to create anew mechanism; probably 
because the FCC has new telecommunications 
legislation to implement and it cannot chance 
getting itself involved in a protracted court battle 
should the new National Council of Volunteer 
Examination Coordinators decide to sue for 
restraint of free trade. 


Continued next page 
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However, the FCC does at least appear to 
sympathize with the Leagues position. In the notice 
announcing the testing rules changes just reported, 
_ the regulatory agency took pains to point out that 
Section 97.523 requires VECs to cooperate in 
maintaining a single question pool for each 
examination element. As a result, all exam 
materials and manuals must draw from that same 
standard question pool, which is widely available 
to the public. (Newsline 3/10/96). 


AUCTION THREAT TO HAM BANDS?? 


Could our bands be auctioned off to the highest 
bidder as a result of spectrum utilization hearings 
now going on in Washington? The American Radio 
Relay League is taking action to see that this does 
not occur. We have more in this special report from 
Amateur News Weekly in Ohio: 


What are the possibilities of losing our amateur 
bands? It may be greater than you think. The 
Congressional Budget Office in Washington, D.C. 
has started to evaluate the amateur radio spectrum 
as well as other services for its potential auction 
value. It is thought that this action has been brought 
on as a way to lower the Federal Budget Deficit. 


In the past the FCC has auctioned off segments 
of the RF spectrum as a way to settle disagreement 
between two or more entities wanting the same 
section of a particular band. 


The ARRL has supplied documentation to the 
Congressional Budget Office highlighting the 
positive aspects of amateur radio in such areas as 
emergency communications and_ other 
contributions to society in an attempt to insure that 
the amateur bands continue to be excluded from 
any further auction action. Amateurs should make 
sure that their Congressmen and Senators 
representing their area are aware of the full extent 
that amateur radio plays in their districts. 


By the way. The American Radio Relay 


League is the only organization representing 
Amateur Radio that is taking an active part in these 
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hearings. Other groups claiming to be a voice for 
United States hams have not even bothered to show 
up in Washington to make their voices 
heard.(Newsline 3/15/96). 


MORE DETAILS ON 
VANITYCALLSIGN DELAY 


If you are wondering why the vanity call sign 
program is still on hold, look to some of your fellow 
hams for the answer. Several are still petitioning 
the FCC for last minute changes in the program. 
Those petitions, coupled with a mandate from 
congress to implement the Telecommunications 
Rewrite Act have put vanity calls on hold until at 
least mid year. 


Still awaiting FCC action are Petitions for 
Reconsideration filed last fall by Charnelle H. 
Summers, W4IJE; David B. Popkin, W2CC; 
Robert Nelson, on behalf of the Hill Country 
Amateur Radio Club; and Christine M. Gill, on 
behalf of the Southern California Repeater and 
Remote Base Association. 


As noted, it appears as if the FCC will not even 
begin to look at any of these petitions until early _ 
this summer. How long after that it will take to 
dispose of them is not known. And there is always 
the possibility that more petitions for 
reconsideration could arrive. By law, each must 
be addressed. 


Even worse, some of the current crop of 
petitioners might take their cause further if the 
Commission does not give them a decision 
favorable to a given position. This means appeals 
before the full Commission and maybe even taking 
the matter into federal court, if they have the money 
and the desire to do so. 


Meantime, the FCC vanity callsign application 
Form 610V is now available, but the FCC will not 
accept completed forms until the appropriate filing 


gates are opened. (Newsline 3/15/96). 


Continued on page 14 | 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
WA4HU 


The ARRL Report provides a brief summary of 
information published in the ARRL LETTER and 
other reports. The LETTER provides timely news 
of interest to active Radio Amateurs. Any League 
member may subscribe to the ARRL LETTER. 


ARRL President Stafford Appoints 
Committee to Study DXCC 


ARRL President Rod Stafford, KB6ZV, has 
appointed ARRL Roanoke Division Director John 
Kanode, N4MM, to chair a committee to review 
the entire DXCC Program. The ARRL Board of 
Directors, at its meeting in Savannah, Georgia, 
asked President Stafford to name the committee. 
The panel will recommend changes necessary to 
“encourage broader participation by more 
amateurs, make the program more equitable, create 
better understood criteria for DXCC ‘countries,’ 
improve the process of reviewing requests for 
additions and deletions to the ARRL DXCC List 
and increase efficiency in the administration of the 
program.” 


In any case, there are no plans to scrap the 
DXCC program, said DXCC Manager Bill 
Kennamer, K5FUV, one of those named to the 
committee. “It’s too important to the greater 
scheme of things, internationally,” he said. 


The committee is unofficially known as the © 


DXCC 2000 Committee, reflecting its goal to have 
any changes to the DXCC program in place by the 
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year 2000. Kennamer said he does not anticipate 
restarting the entire DXCC program, as has been 
suggested. “But we might make certain changes 
to make it more of a level playing field,” he said. 
Applicable “country” credits from the current 
DXCC program will continue to count regardless 
of what other changes may occur. 


Also appointed were Larry Price, W4RA; Rick 
Roderick, KSUR; Jim Maxwell, W6CF; Walt 
Stinson, WOCP; Garth Hamilton, VE3HO; Bob 
Winn, WS5KNE; Wayne Mills, N7NG; and Chuck 
Hutchinson, K8CH. ; 


ATV Rocket Launch Set 


Amateur Radio plays a role in plans to launch 
an ATV- carrying rocket from Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, nearly 50 miles into the air over Lake 
Michigan, as part of the Wisconsin Rockets for 
Schools Project, a program to stimulate interest and 
excitement in mathematics and science. Some 
3000 students, most in grades 6 through 12, are 
expected to witness the May 4 launch of the IIl- 
foot-long Super Loke sounding rocket that will 
carry a black—and— white camera, ATV transmitter 
and radiotelemetry gear aloft. 


When the rocket reaches its peak altitude, it - 
releases the payload and switches on the equipment 
automatically, explained Bryan Suits, WB8WKN, 
of Houghton, Michigan, who’s in charge of the 
ATV payload. Over the next half-hour or so, the 
payload will descend into Lake Michigan on a 
Mylar parachute-type device. “One frame of video 
is 100% success. Anything after that is a bonus,” 
Suits said, but added: “We hope to see the entire 
descent.” 


The Rockets for Schools program puts an 
emphasis on meteorological and environmental 
monitoring. Forty—vie students will participate 
directly on one of the five teams: Launch, Range 
Safety, Tracking and Communication, Payload and 
Recovery. 


Continued next page 
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If it all works, ground—station monitors will 
‘see Lake Michigan from aloft. In addition, 
radiotelemetry equipment will transmit data on 
battery voltage, internal temperature, external 
temperature and, possibly, ozone levels in the 
atmosphere. The camera will be aimed out the side 
of the payload device, which weighs about 17 Ib. 


The ATV transmitter will put out up to 2 W of 
power on 434 MHz into a simple dipole or quarter— 
wave (with the metallic case as a counterpoise). 
Three 3—V lithium batteries will power the 
equipment. Telemetry and a CW identifier will be 
carried on the audio subcarrier. A floatation device 
is to deploy to keep the payload afloat for recovery. 
Plans to include a GPS unit were scrapped, Suits 
said. 


It should be quite a show, “Suits said of the 
one-time experimental event. It’s believed this will 
be the first sub— orbital rocket launched from 
Wisconsin. The first Rockets for Schools launch 
was in Florida in 1993. 


The ambitious educational project must comply 
not just with local and federal laws but with the 
laws of physics as well. Just for the Amateur Radio 
component, Suits—a physics professor at Michigan 
Technological University—has found the demands 
are stringent. Space in the payload is very tight: it 
measures approximately 1.6 inches in diameter by 
1 foot long. 


In addition, the launch will impose,some 100 
g of force and temperatures could rise briefly into 
the region of 250 degrees C. Suits says he’s done 
some ATV work on the ground but “never anything 
this ambitious” before. 


The project has obtained approvals from the 
FAA, the EPA; the US Coast Guard and “‘a whole 
pile of local authorities, “Suits said. ARRL General 
Counsel Chris Imlay, N3AKD, is helping with FCC 
notifications and approvals required for operation 
above 50 km (approximately 31 miles) altitude. 
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Arrest Made in Murder of Ham Couple 


Authorities in Louisiana have arrested an 18— 
year-old man in the brutal slayings of former 
ARRL Delta Director Floyd Teetson, WSMUG, 
and his Wife Winnie, WNSYTR. Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, Sheriff’s Department investigator Gary 
Valentine said Kevin Coleman of Heflin Louisiana, - 
who used to do yard work for the couple, was 
arrested March 18 and charged with two counts of 
homicide. Coleman, a suspect from the day the 
bodies were found, confessed to the murders, 
Valentine said. Coleman already was behind bars 
at the Webster jail in Minden when he was arrested, 
serving a sentence on an unrelated traffic charge. 


According to Valentine, robbery was the 
apparent motive in the killings. Authorities 
recovered jewelry and valuables that had been 
taken from the Teetsons home. They also recovered 
a knife and a length of pipe believed used in the 
killings. Valentine said Coleman struck while the 
couple was at home, apparently hoping the 
Teetsons would tell him where they kept other 
valuables and moneys. Coleman is being held 
without bond. The case is to be presented to a 
Webster Parish grand jury, which will decide 
whether to indict. 


The couple’s family had offered a $10,000 
reward for information leading to the arrest and 
successful prosecution of the couple’s killer. The 
Teetsons’ bodies were found outside their home 
near Heflin, Louisiana, February 23. Authorities 
believe the couple died two days earlier. 


Valentine said the Teetsons’ fellow ham radio 
operators helped authorities by offering what they 
knew about the Teetsons’ activities. He said 
Coleman’s arrest was a relief for both the 
community and authorities. 


Floyd served as ARRL Delta Division Director 
in 1962 and ’63. Prior to that, he was the SCM of 
Mississippi (1960-61). He was an honor roll 
DXER and active contester and had been a member 


Continued next page 
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of several multi—op contest teams operating from 
various Caribbean DX sites. The Teetsons were 
active ARRL members. 


At Deadiine.... 


Ham radio operators stepped in to help after a 
freight train carrying liquid propane derailed early 
on the morning of March 4 in Weyauwega, 
Wisconsin. One tanker car exploded, and others 
caught on fire. As of March 8, six cars carrying 
liquid propane were burning. Authorities 
evacuated 1700 residents of the town, west of 
Appleton in Waupaca County, fearing another 
explosion. Fire officials say the fire may burn for 
several days, and residents won’t be allowed back 
in until the fire burns itself out. Among those 
evacuated were residents of two nursing homes. 
“The Division of Emergency Government brought 
us in immediately,” said Waupaca County EC Bob 
Krueger, NOBKF. He reported ARES volunteers 
from several counties were working in three shifts 
around the clock to provide communication for 
emergency response personnel and for the 
American Red Cross, which has set up two shelters 
in Waupaca. Krueger said the Amateur Radio 
network is using a couple of 2—meter repeaters to 
support communication at the incident command 
post and the staging area back from the scene. He 
said ham radio was helping to relieve the burden 
on the public service communication system and 
would be available if telephone systems should fair. 


Hams also were providing health— and—welfare 
traffic. RACES volunteers were handling long— 
haul traffic from the scene on 75 meters to the state 
Division of Emergency Government and the Red 
Cross in Madison, the state capital. “We’ve got a 
lot of tired people,” said Krueger, who’s also 
RACES officer for Waupaca County. 


Sunspots Turn Up Missing | 


Keep those low—band antennas up! Solar seer 
Tad Cook, KT7H, reports solar activity continues 
to be extremely low, with extended periods of no 
sunspots at all. “It looks like 1996 will certainly 
be the year of the quiet sun for cycle 22,” said Cook. 
Current projections show the sunspot minima (ie, 
numbers of sunspots observed) will occur this year, 
with the minimum solar flux still a year off. After 
the minimum, activity should begin to move 
upward rapidly, and even 10 meters could be 
exciting again in a few years, he said. 


Current 80 and 160—meter conditions are good, 
especially with the quiet geomagnetic conditions 
we are experiencing. Conditions on the higher 
bands should improve soon because of seasonal 
variations as we head into spring, and not because 
of solar activity. 


Flux levels should be back up to 75 by the third 
week of March, after leveling off around 70 earlier 
in the month. Quiet geomagnetic conditions should 
prevail, but some moderate disturbances are 
possible March 10, 11 and 23. 


ELMER 


ULL START MY 
CWN BUSINESS/ 
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By Rich Regent, K9GDF 


THIS RADIO HAS 
SOME SHORTS IN fT. 
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_. Corner 


By Paul E. Wilkins, 


AB4CY 


“ bok 


All Charged UP, Nobody Knows WHY 


It’s been known for more than 150 years that 
there is a constant electrostatic field surrounding 
the Earth. The Earth itself has a negative charge 
and as you move vertically upwards from near the 
surface, the electrostatic potential increases at about 
150 volts per meter. This means that if you are 6 
feet tall the top of your head is 300 volts above the 
— soles of your feet. The maximum potential at 
ionospheric heights of some 200 miles is 300 
kilovolts positive. The Earth is a relatively good 


conductor as is the ionosphere, so we live in the . 


air dielectric of a giant charged capacitor. 


The gasses in the atmosphere are not normally 
conductive, but because of ionic charges generated 
by wind friction and natural radioactivity the air 
does become conducting so there is a steady flow 
of current from the ionosphere to the Earth’s 
surface. It isn’t much, only a few microamps per 
square kilometer of surface, but taken over the 
whole Earth it amounts to some 1800 Amps. The 
total power flow is about 540 Megawatts. Taken 
as a whole the atmospheric dielectric has a 
resistance of 166 ohms. 


Where this DC power comes from nobody 
knows. People like Tesla dreamed of capturing and 
using it somehow. The potential gradient undergoes 
a daily variation of about 40 percent, peaking 
worldwide at about 1900 UTC. The actual volts 
per meter varies when you change from sea water 
to land and desert or are under a thunderstorm. 


Volcanic eruptions provide lots of conducting 
ions as do air bursts of nuclear weapons with that 
rapidly rising mushroom cloud. These events 
present a short circuit path from the ionosphere to 
ground. If you look closely at a film of such clouds 
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you can see lightning discharges flashing in there. 
After such an event it may take a few hours to a 
day for the ionosphere to rebuild its charge. 


Atmospheric electricity abounds. I remember 
vividly driving into a sand storm along the Red 
Sea coast while listening to the BBC on the radio. 
I nearly drove off the road when I heard a S9 plus 
roar, squeal, howl and scream. It was so loud that 
at first I didn’t realize it was coming from the radio 
speakers. Then I saw multiple lightning flashes 
with the usual AM radio static crashes. There was 
Saint Elmo’s fire sprouting from the hood ornament 
as the radio continued to growl like a cornered lion. 
All this at 15 percent humidity and not a drop of 
rain. 


Pure wind generated static electricity in the 
atmosphere. The same thing used to happen to 
wooden sailing ships only in that case it was wind 
driven friction between water droplets instead of 
sand grains generating the charge. 


Sporadic E propagation occurs when plates of 
static charge in the form of ions accumulate to make 
a temporary low level ionospheric conducting layer 
that will refract VHF and UHF frequencies. Before 
the days of cable TV you could occasionally find 
a TV channel from a thousand miles away fluttering 
on a clear channel due to a sporadic E cloud. These 
clouds are relatively small maybe a hundred square 
miles and they drift and evaporate in a few hours. 
They’re a little like clear air turbulence. Nobody 
seems to have a good explanation for where they 
come from. 


Ice skates work because they concentrate the 
skaters weight on a few hundredths of a square 
inch of blade making the pressure on the ice a few 
thousand pounds per square inch. At these 
pressures the ice melts and the skate moves on the 
liquid. An electric field can be concentrated in the 
same way by making a micro electrode with a very 
small radius of curvature. In this way a few hundred 
volts may produce a field strength of several dozen 
kilovolts. Sharp points always increase the field 
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DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


TO BE OR NOT TO BE 


For those who have 6 meter capability and who 
were active last summer remember the fantastic 
openings that occurred to Europe and Africa. These 
extended openings allowed many to complete their 
6 meter DXCC and increase their VUCC totals. 


The question is, will it reoccur in 1996? Some 
say that it was a one time fluke and others predict 
that it will even be better this year. Who really 
knows? Of course 6 meter sporadic E openings do 
occur in the summer time but mostly to the west 
and southwest and in the Caribbean/Central 
America areas for us on the east coast. It would be 
great to see long extended openings this year to 
Africa and Europe. No matter what happens, the 
motto is “be ready”’. 


Even if the openings to Europe and Africa do 
not occur, there will be plenty of other stations to 
work and one-can work on his 6 meter WAS or 
increase your VUCC totals or work towards the 
special Central States VHF Society Award that they 
are offering this year. The award is free and info 
and application forms can be obtained from Rod 
Blocksome, KODAS, 690 Eastview Drive. Robins, 
Iowa 52328. 


If you are not on 6 meters, there are many 
second hand 558/CW transceivers for sale at local 
hamfests. Also, at last, the large manufacturers are 
including 6 meters on their new transceivers. If 
you have one of these newer transceivers, all you 
need is a 4 or 5 element beam up about 40 ft to 
take advantage of this exciting band. 
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UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


ARI Int'l DX Contest May 4-5, 1996 
Danish SSTV Contest May 4-5, 1996 
EU Spring Sprint, CW May 18, 1996 


CQ WW WPX Contest, CW May 25-26 
TIDBITS 


HSABP will be active Sundays from the 
homeland of Bophuthatswana until the end of the 
year. South Africa will be taking over the postal 
and PTT functions and the prefix will cease to exist. 
At one time the e was consideration being given to 
making these separate countries but it never 
happened do to various reasons. Chris, ZS5IR/ 
ZS6RI will operate from Marion Island starting 
early May through July of 1997. He plans to operate 
160 through 6 meters, CW. SSB and RTTY. QSLs 
will go to ZS6EZ. 


WSMUG and WNSYTR Silent Keys— Past 
ARRL Director and well known DXer and 
Contester, Floyd Teetson, WSMUG and his wife, 
WNSVTR were found dead February 23, victims 
of a brutal murder. He was a Delta Division ARRL 
Director from 1962-63 and a member of several 
multi op contest teams operating from Caribbean 
DX sites. The last word is that a suspect has been 
arrested. 


IOTA Program revised by RSGB— The RSGB 
has issued a Press Bulletin regarding the RSGB 
IOTA Awards Program. In summary, “The RSGB 
is very supportive of the IOTA program The 
Society wishes to give full recognition to IOTA 
and to establish, in due course, a new IOTA 
Committee as a Full Committee of the Society. In 
order to facilitate this move we have decided to 
disband the existing IOTA Committee.. An IOTA 
Transition Group under the joint chairmanship of 
Martin Atherton G3ZAY and the Society’s General 
Manager, Peter Kirby, GOTWW is to manage the 
transfer of the IOTA administration to the Society’s 
headquarters. Mrs. Eva Telenius-Lowe has been 


appointed HQ IOTA Coordinator.. The Society is 
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FCC APPROVES REALLOCATION PLAN 
FOR 185 MHz OF SPECTRUM 


The FCC has approved a plan to reallocate 185 
MHz of spectrum transferred from the Federal 
Government to the private sector. The Commission 
also established the scope and timing of future rule- 
making proceedings to assign the reallocated 
spectrum. Last March, the Secretary of Commerce 
identified 235 MHz of Federal Government 
spectrum for private-sector use, 50 MHz of which 
had been released earlier. The FCC allocated that 
spectrum space to general, commercial fixed and 
mobile uses and unlicensed services. The 
remaining 185 MHzis to be allocated and assigned 
gradually over a 10-year period, and a significant 
portion will be held “in reserve” until that period 
ends. 


The Commission says it intends to “consider 
all options for the appropriate use of the remaining 
185 MHz, including, but not limited to, those 
addressed in allocating the first 50 MHz.” Among 
the services that will be considered is public safety. 
The Budget Act requires that the FCC study public 
safety spectrum needs and develop a plan to ensure 
adequate spectrum through the year 2010. The 
Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee— 
chartered by the FCC and the NTIA—will advise 
later this year on the operational, technical and 
spectrum requirements of Federal, state and local 
public safety entities. 


REPORT ON HAM STATION RF 
MEASUREMENTS 


Here are some extracts from a final FCC report 
on RF fields at amateur radio stations, as a result 
of measurements made in 1990. 


In order to obtain data on the potential 
environmental impact of transmissions from 
amateur radio stations, personnel from the FCC 
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) measured electromagnetic fields at several 
stations in southern California in July 1990. 
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Measurements of electric and magnetic field 
strength were made in areas near antennas ‘and 
transmitting equipment in order to demonstrate 
potential levels of exposure to RF radiation for 
amateur operators and other individuals who may 
be present in the immediate vicinity of amateur 
stations. Some measurements of operator exposure 
to 60-Hertz magnetic fields were also made 
because of interest by the EPA in the extremely 
low frequency (ELF) electromagnetic 
environment. 


Antennas used at stations included Yagis, 
Quagis, inverted V, dipoles, horizontal dipoles, 
vertical radiators, VHF discones, and others. 
Primarily, HF and VHF frequencies were used for 
transmissions. Operating powers ranged from 
below 100 watts to as much as 1400 watts. 


Measurements were made at one or two meters 
above ground at various distances with respect to 
the antennas studied. Measurements were also 
made at various locations inside buildings and at 
operator locations (ham shacks). All measurements 
were made while operators transmitted in the key 
down position, 1.e., continuous wave transmissions 
without modulation. Although this would not be a 
normal operating mode, it was used in order to 
obtain a stable reading on the measuring 
instruments. 


Although current FCC policy categorically 
excludes amateur operators from routine evaluation 
for compliance with RF guidelines, this policy is 
one of several items being reconsidered in the 
recent proposal to adopt new guidelines. ANSI/ 
IEEE limits specified for uncontrolled 
environments are used for comparison with 
measurements in publicly accessible areas, and 
limits specified for controlled environments are 
used for comparison with measured values 
obtained at the amateur station or ham shack. 


Publicly accessible areas are defined here as 
areas, other than the ham shack, where it is 
reasonable to assume that persons who might not 
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have control or knowledge of their exposure could 
have access. This is roughly equivalent to the 
definition of an uncontrolled environment given 
in the ANSI/IEEE guidelines. Stricter exposure 
limits are specified for such situations than for 
controlled) environments. According to the 
guidelines, an amateur operator would be in a 
controlled environment and subject to less 
restrictive limits. 


The exposure guidelines are frequency- 
dependent and recommend the strictest exposure 
limits for VHF frequencies, since these are the 
frequencies where the highest specific absorption 
rates (SARs) occur for human beings. Therefore, 
although some measured field strengths at HF 
frequencies may be relatively high, the percentage 
of the exposure limits may be less than for lower 
field strengths measured at VHF frequencies. 


According to the new ANSI/IEEE exposure 
guidelines, it appears that vehicle-mounted amateur 


antennas can create the greatest possibility for 
significant exposure in publicly accessible areas. 
In fact, in several cases involving vehicle-mounted 
antennas, the maximum levels measured 
approached or exceeded the electric field strength 
limits recommended for uncontrolled 
environments. This also occurred in at least one 
other case, a center-fed dipole at Station E. 


Amateur radio facilities can generate electric 
and magnetic fields near antennas and transmitting 
equipment that, in some cases, might approach.or 
exceed limits for human exposure. For most of 
the stations surveyed, RF protection guidelines for 
field strength and power density were not exceeded 
in accessible areas. 


However, at higher power levels or with 
different facility configurations, higher exposure 
levels cannot be completely ruled out. Even though 
this study was designed to evaluate typical stations, 
it represents only a small sampling of many 
possible amateur radio facilities. 


DX DX, Rom page 13 


delighted that Roger Balister, G3KMA has 
accepted the position of RSGB IOTA Manager and 
will continue to manage the program on a day to 
day basis alongside the HO IOTA Coordinator and 
the IOTA Committee.. All future correspondence 
and inquires regarding the IOTA Program should 
be directed to RSGB IOTA Program, PO BOX 9, 
Pottes Bar, Herts EN6 3RH, England. 


This long time program has become popular 
over the past few years and would be even more 
so if QSL card checking for the awards was 
conducted at the major radio conventions in the 
US and in Europe. The cost of shipping and 
registering large quantities of QSL cards to check 
points, plus the cost of the awards has been a 
deterrent for many who want to participate in the 
program. 


XZ1N DXpedition has been postponed. There 
have arisen a number of unsettled regulatory 
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matters between the military and several ministries 
which must be sorted out before any further 
Amateur Radio activity can proceed. 


The Third Area QSL Bureau has moved. The 
Pennsylvania DX Association has taken over the 
operation of the ARRL Third Call Area In-Coming 
QSL Bureau. All envelopes and cards that were on 
file with C-CARS has been handed over to sorters 
in the PDXA. Effective immediately, send all 
correspondence to the bureau at PO Box 100, York 
Haven, PA 17370-0100. 


Elmer's Corner, from page 12 


strength and if that field strength becomes high 
enough to break down the gases in the air you get 
a corona discharge from the point. That’s why 


lightning rods always have a point. CMOS chips 


don’t like static charges, that’s why they are stored 
in conducting foam. We don’t have many sharp 
points so we can carry around a static charge all 
our own. 
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Information 
Coordinator 


Maryland/DC Section 


by Lenny Schachter - N8RPQ 
PIO and Assistant Section 
Emergency Coordinator DC ARES 


RACES Members Honored by 
Maryland House of Delegates 


On April 1; 1996, the Montgomery County 
Delegation, of the Maryland House of Delegates, 
held a ceremony in the Statehouse to honor 
members of RACES. In a letter to Ross Merlin, 
WA2WDT, the chairman of the Montgomery 
County Delegation indicated that the House of 
Delegates would like to express their “sincere 
appreciation to the members of RACES for 
assisting in the well-orchestrated and timely 
response to the tragic train collision of February 
16. A shaken community was calmed by the 
confidence that they could rely on well-trained and 
experienced professionals who carried out their 
duties with efficiency and compassion.” 


In a special ceremony, RACES members were 
presented with a Proclamation from Montgomery 
County stating: Whereas - The collision of 
AMTRAK’s Capitol Limited and a MARC 
commuter train that occurred in Silver Spring on 
Friday, February 16, 1996, was a terrible tragedy 
resulting in loss of life and serious injuries to 
passengers and crew members; and Whereas - The 
prompt response of Montgomery County career 
and volunteer Fire and Rescue personnel, Police, 
Emergency Management Staff and volunteers, 
including RACES and REACT, the staff of Public 
Works and Transportation, Environmental 
Protection, Health and Human Services, Public 
Information, County Attorney, and Montgomery 
County Public Schools, and individual citizens 
alleviated the suffering and anxiety of many 
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victims and their loved ones; and Whereas - The 
skill, bravery, and compassion of those 
participating in the rescue operations is a source 
of pride and inspiration to the people of 
Montgomery County who once again were assured 
that our community is prepared:to respond 
effectively to the most unexpected and disastrous 
emergencies. Now, Therefore be it resolved, the 
County Executive and the County Council of 
Montgomery County, Maryland, on behalf of the 
people of Montgomery County express gratitude 
and commendations to all those brave and 
compassionate men and women who rushed to aid 
the victims of this tragic accident And be it further 
resolved that the County Executive and the County 
Council take this opportunity to express pride for 
the many acts of heroism performed by career staff 
and volunteers, and area residents, who put aside 
considerations of personal safety to reach out to 
those in need. 


In attendance for the presentation were: Ross 
Merlin, WA2WDT, RACES Officer; Lyn Heighes, 
WA3RRK, Deputy RACES Officer and his wife; 
Stan Doore, N3RCY, station manager and his wife; 
the ARRL Maryland/DC Section Manger, Bill 
Howard, WB3V and the Assistant SM for RACES, 
Al Nollmeyer, W3YVQ. 


ddroclantation 
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_ SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL FOREIGN SERVICE AMATEUR RADIO BANQUET 
co-sponsored by 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club (DOSARC) - W3DOS 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club - K3VOA 


Thursday, 2 May 1996, Chaffee Room, Fort Myer Officers Club 
Speakers: David B. Funderburk, K4TPJ, Member of Congress 
Formerly Ambassador to Romania 
Richard A. Stalls, K4KYO, Retired Secret Service Agent 
Cash bar opens at 1800 - Dinner served at 1900 


Menu: Chicken Piccata, garden salad, triple-sec parfait 


Tickets, at $20.00 each, include dinner and gratuity 
Advance reservations required - Tickets will be held at door 


Please make check payable to DOSARC and mail soonest to: 


George O. Glavis, WB6SBW, Secretary, DOSARC 
P. O. Box 5144 
Falls Church VA 22044-9144 


Information on the Banquet may be obtained from 


John Swafford, W4HU, 703 536 9537 
Jane or Tom Dorset, KG3R/WB4J, 703 525 1488 (evenings) 
Jim Walsh, KI4PR, 202 663 0345 (weekdays) 


or on the W3DOS Repeater: 145.19 MHz (repeater output) 


or in the Foreign Service Net, which meets Sundays on 
143.6) MHZ trom 15004Coms530) (UTC; 
224162 MHZ trom 1530 towweod UTC; 
28.416 MHz beginning at 1600 UTC. 


SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL FOREIGN SERVICE AMATEUR RADIO BANQUET 
Thursday - 2 May 1996 - Fort Myer Officers Club 


Name (s) Call 
Call 
Daytime TEL ( ) Evening TEL (. _.) 
Mail check to: George O. Glavis, WB6SBW, Secretary, DOSARC 
($20.00 per dinner, P. O. Box 5144 
payable to DOSARC) Falls Church VA 22044-9144 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 


(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at 
the above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call 


publication date (e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Alexandria RC 
Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 


Antietam Radio Assn. 


BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Herndon Rep’t Gp 
Laurel ARC 

Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 
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Club Training Contacts 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 

Joe Chidester W3SHZ 
Essex Community College 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Pud Reaver W3DQI 

Larry Ziecheck 

Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 

Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 

Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Guy Black W4PSJ 

Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 


Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG 


Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4UTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Paul Wilkins AB4CY 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR 


AUTOLSCALU 


(703)644-3920 
(301)262-1917 


-(703)251-5618 


(301)824-5132 
(410)602-0353 
(410)780-6854 
(540)364-3861 
(301)831-7946 
(703)450-2304 
(301)498-6293 
(301)984-6113 
(410)437-1891 
(301)216-5210 
(703)971-3905 
(301)249-2609 
(703)361-3091 
(540)659-6241 
(301)862-2214 
(540)722-4952 
(301)888-1388 
(410)586-2177 
(540)659-3905 
(703)430-4149 
(301)572-5124 
(703)560-2779 
(703)491-3170 
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Class Announcements 


[Editor's note: Please send all class announcements to the Training Coordinator, John Forrest 
WZ4A at 6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310, (703)971-3905. Do not send class 
announcements or testing schedules to the Auto Call editor. Thanks! ] 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN COURSE: The Montgomery Amateur Radio Club will conduct a 
course for the Novice and Technician licenses including Morse code instruction on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 7 to 9 PM starting April 23. The course will run through May 30. 
Location is Gaithersburg High School. There is no charge for the course; however students will 
be expected to provide their own ARRL license manuals. Contact Rocky Jones KC4UXO at 
(301)216-5210 for details. 


TECHNICIAN NO-CODE CLASS: The Old Virginia Hams will present a no-code technician 
class from March 26 through June 4, 1996 in room 3A at Stonewall Jackson High School, 
Manassas, VA. Classes will be held Tuesday evenings from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Text is ARRL 
Publication “Now Your Talking’ 2nd edition available at local amateur radio stores. Contact 
Erv/KT4DS at (703) 335-1029. 


THE NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL OF 
AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
ANNOUNCES THE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL 
A.R.E.S. INSTITUTE 


WHEN: May 4, 1996 from 8:00 to 5:00. 

WHERE: American Red Cross National Headquarters, 8111 Gatehouse Road, Falls Church, VA. Take 
Route 50 west from the Capital Beltway. Take first right onto Gallows Road and right onto Gatehouse 
Road. American Red Cross is on your right. Park in outside numbered spaces. Talk-in on 146.910-. 
WHY: Sponsored by the National Capital Area Council of A.R.E.S. and funded by a grant from the The 
Foundation for Amateur Radio to enhance knowledge of emergency operating procedures and 
understanding of agency functions we might be called on to support different types of events. 

WHO: All amateur radio operators interested in emergency and public service are encouraged to attend. 


LUNCH: Will be provided for a $5.00 nonrefundable reservation fee to be paid in advance. 


RESERVATIONS: Please contact Lenny, N3RPQ, at (202) 291-2189. Enrollment will be on a first 
come - first served basis. DON'T MISS OUT! 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


a} 
ey 


as Washington, DC 


Volu nteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
Exa mM ner : pe ae eae 
C reve) p erative (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1996, the Extra Class written exam question pool (Element 4B) will change. It is 
anticipated that the new question pool will be significantly different from the old pool. Be sure to use 
study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* The maximum exam fee has been raised by the FCC to $6.05. 


* Copies of the complete (as of date) 1996 VEC Exam schedule from the Auto Call database are 
available. To obtain a copy, please send a large, self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage to 
cover 10 letter-size pages along with $2.00 to cover copying costs to WZ4A at the above address. 


1996 Schedule of Examinations 


Warrenton, VA - Fauquier Amateur Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Neil Spokes AB4YK 
(540)788-9029 Days (540)364-3861 Evenings 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WV (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 . 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change starting in July. Call for directions 


Baltimore, MD - Moose ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: (410)889-5214 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC), Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 
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Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Smithburg, MD - MADRA (ARRL VEC). Pre-registration desirable. 
Contact Mike, WB8VBW (301) 416-8447 box 110 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Stafford, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team/Stafford ARA (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-7076 
Jim McCloud N4LZJ (540)786-8012 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
- (301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 : 
Note: Temporary location change starting in July. Call for directions. 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC), Walk-In 
‘ Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Manassas, VA - Ole Virginia Hams (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Harry Vorhauer, W4PVA (703)368-6050 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 | 
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Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Smithburg, MD - MADRA (ARRL VEC). Pre-registration desirable. 
Contact Mike, WB8VBW (301) 416-8447 box 110 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Required - No Walk-Ins Accepted Contact: 
Al Boyers N3NVT (301)733-6522 Days 
Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132 Evenings Before 9PM 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration/Walk-In Requirements Unknown 
Contact: HAM-TALK (410)426-8255 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In. 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change starting in July. Call for directions. 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team/Stafford ARA 
(ARRL VEC) Walk-In. Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK 
(540)373-7076 or Jim McCloud N4LZJ (540)786-8012 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Some Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Al Boyers N3NVT (301)733-6522 Days 
Bob.Long KD3JK (301)824-5132 Evenings Before 9PM 
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Brunswick, MD (SweatFest 96) (ARRL VEC). Pre-registration desirable. 
Contact (301) 416-8447 box 110. 


Brunswick, MD (SweatFest 96) - MADRA (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Walk-Ins Welcome 
Contact: (301)416-8447, Box 110 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Berryville, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (Hamfest) (Mount. ARC VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510. 
Note: Temporary location change. Call for directions. 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 


Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576, 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration/ 
Walk-In Requirements Unknown. Contact: HAM-TALK (410)426-8255 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In. Contact: John Creel WB3GXW 
(301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


a 
om 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 
* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.05 
* Laurel VEC exams are free 
* Mountain VEC exams are free ae 
* W5YI VEC exams cost $6.05 — a 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 
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. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 

. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 
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Amateur Radio 
Research and 
Development 
Corporation 


Meetings: 2nd Thursday, 7:30 PM at Dolley 
Madison Library, McLean, VA. 

Social: Every Saturday, 12:30 at Tippy’s Taco, 
US Rte 29 near Cedar Lane just west of 
Merrifield, VA. 
Repeater: WD41IWG, 147.21 MHz, near 
Tysons Corner. Mail: PO Drawer 6148, 
McLean, VA 22106-6148. 

Email: Randy Mays, WA6VEFC 
<rmays @amrad.win.net> World Wide Web: 
http://www.amrad.org/ 

AMRAD Information Center (UNIX BBS): 
703 849-1161. 

Handicapped Education Exchange (HEX): 
301 593-7033 TTY, 301 593-7357 computer 
modem.KB3A0O0 (301) 582-2984 


AMRAC 


AMRAD dedicates its monthly meetings to 
technical talks, not club business. These range from 
the state of the art in amateur radio and amateur- 
satellite systems to briefings on technologies 
external to amateur radio. 


Past meetings have been on multimedia 
repeaters, spread spectrum, cryptography, satellite 
sound broadcasting and other topics. 


Our program for Thursday, May 9 is on video 
compression techniques. Our speaker will be 
George LeMaster, WBS5OYP. George will include 
descriptions and applications of new chip sets 
capable of handling H.261 and MPEG compression 
standards, some of which are now becoming 
affordable for amateur applications. 


Please come and bring a friend. 


73, Paul, W4RI 
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Anne 
Arundel 


AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: First and Third Thursday of the 
month at 8 p.m. at the Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center, Queen Anne Bridge and > 
Wayson Roads off Maryland Route 214 near 
Annapolis. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 
Davidsonville, MD 21035 

On ‘The Air: 2030 Thursdays when there is 
no club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 
2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 
from April 1 to November 15. MSN (Mary- 
land Slow Net) every evening at 1930 on 
3.7170 Mhz. 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


308, 


The much anticipated February program which 
had to be canceled at the last moment was 
rescheduled for the March 21st meeting. Takashi 
Mori/JE2VYUM/AAQAT and Michael Marcus/ 
N3JMM/7J1AKO discussed “Amateur Radio in 
Japan”. Both speakers are licensed and have 
operated in both the US and Japan, and both have 
had professional experience in spectrum 
management policy in their respective countries. 
The presentation dealt with both the licensing 
structure in Japan and typical operating procedures 
and how they compare with US practice. 


At the February meeting, Rick/KE3Q showed 
a slide show and video on DXing in faraway cold 
places. 


We are saddened by the loss of yet another club 
member. Winfred Alban Ross, Sr./KBOWK, 82, 
died February 6th at the Shock Trauma Center of 
University Hospital in Baltimore of injuries 
suffered in an automobile accident. He was a 
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veteran of World War II and the Korean War. He 
received the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star and 
the Purple Heart. He served in the Army Signal 
Corps for 23 years. After his retirement, he worked 
for General Telephone in Wisconsin and for eight 
years as acommunications supervisor fora NASA 
tracking station in Santiago, Chile. He moved to 
Heritage Harbor seven years ago. 


A group of twenty stalwart AARC members 
braved the cold and falling snow to do the 
communications for the Annapolis Striders’ B&A 
Trail Marathon on March 3rd. Many of the 
approximately 200 runners elected to end their race 
at the halfway mark due to the cold and high winds 
they encountered on the course. The race 
committee gave everyone kudos for their excellent 
work. 


The 1996 Chesapeake Bay Weather and traffic 
Net has been activated. The net meets at 1100 and 
1500 local time on weekend days and holidays until 
November 15th. Mark Hasslinger/N3MNQ is the 
coordinator this year. Boaters check into the net 
from all over the Bay with weather information. 
The National Weather Service monitors the nets 
and works the data into its forecasts. 


The 1996 Novice Class maintained a steady 
attendance of about 15. It had an unusual 
composition of four boating couples and several 
highly motivated YLs. Four of the members passed 
their tests halfway through the class, but are 
continuing to attend class. 


73, Holly/N3BMB 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA * ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTLE, DE 
OAKLAND, CA * PHOENIX, AZ * PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 


SAN DIEGO, CA * SUNNYVALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 
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Arlington 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
P.M., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 

Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
WA3TAI, callaham@CapAccess.org, 

(703) 241-5618. 

LLBBS: Area 1 of Beachcomber Joe’s BBS 
(703) 243-0024. 


The March Meeting: Members Tom - N4B YF, 
Mike - KA8O0PJ, Gerald - N4GA, Dennis - 
W4PWE, Jack - WA4FXX, George - KR4MU/AE, 
Mike-NW3V, and special guest Marian Callaham 
(first harmonic of NW3V) turned out for the March 
meeting. 


President Mike - NW3V called the meeting to 
order and volunteered to record the Minutes in the 
absence of Secretary Walt - KT4EL, who was 
unavoidably absent on urgent business—-sailing in 
warmer climes! 


Old business was disposed. Activities Chair 
Jack Reed - WA4FXX proposed that we send a 
copy of next month’s Beacon to N3RWF, who 
requested it, and Jack also asked whether we could 


get announcements of future meetings in local 


papers, such as the Northern Virginia Sun Weekly 
and the Washington Post. Mike - NW3V, said that 
he would look into it. 


When we turned to new business, Tom - 
N4B YF noted that we had 14 [paid-up] members, 
compared to 27 last year. He said that so far this 
year, the Beacon (the Arlington ARC newsletter) 
has not printed the usual reminder to members to 
renew (or, at this point, reinstate) their 
memberships. It was RESOLVED that such a 
reminder — as well as a roster — be printed in the 
next Beacon. Those who thereafter fail to renew 
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MARYLAND RADIO CENTER 


Authorized Dealer for: 
Kenwood, Icom, TenTec, AEA, Kantronics, 
Spi-to, Barker/Williamson, Alpha Delta, 
MFJ, ARRL Books, Callbook, Sams Books, 
Mirage/KLM, Bencher,Cushcraft, Hustler, 
lakeview, Mounts, The Pouch, Diamond, 
Amidon, Butternut, Cable Factory, Larson, 
Nye, Vanco, VanGorden, Vibroplex, DRSI, 
Covercraft, Antenna Specialists, Diawa, 
Astron 


Baltimore 
695 Beltway 


Rt 1 Laureldale 


Burtonsville 
AN 


ationwide Order Line 
1-800-447-7489 


Baltimore 880-HAMM 
Washington 470-HAMM 
Laurel = 725-1212 
FAX 725-1198 


Yes... We have a full service Shop... 
Check-out our Technical Library! 


Please Note: Ham Exams 
are no longer held at MRC. 


Open Mon. - Fri. 10AM - 5PM 
Saturday 10AM - 3PM 


495 Beltway 
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The Maryland FM Association, Inc. 
proudly presents its annual 


Memorial Day Hamfest 
Sunday, 
May 26, 1996 


at the Howard County Fair Grounds 
Rt. #144, West Friendship, Maryland 
Time: 8 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. - premises MUST be cleared by 5 p.m. 
TALK-IN on WA3DZD/R Repeater (146.16/146.76, 223.16/224.76, and 449.0/444.0). 


Plenty of good food and drink will be available. Sorry, no private sale of food or drink permited! 
Supplied by the West Friendship 4H 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAYS . 

AMPLE PARKING Baltimore 
«— Frederick (29 miles) Beltway ——> 

DONATION: $5 (11 miles) 


Tailgaters - $5 per space 
Table rentals (inside): 
Paid in advance - $15 


At the Hamfest - $20 } 

Howard Co. ® 

Only PAID table reservations Fairgrounds Frederick Rd. = 
accepted. If you haven’t paid, 

; MD Route 

you don’t have reservations. ay 


Fairgrounds Rd. #144 (1 mile) 


For reservations and information 
Melvin Seyle (WA3KZR) 
15809 Pointer Ridge Drive 
Bowie, MD 20716 
301-249-6147 

Make checks payable to MFMA, Inc. 


All proceeds will be used for amateur-Radio-related purposes. 
Commercial vendors must have proper tax/license certificates available. 
All items offered for sale must be Amateur Radio related. 


Pleasant Hill 


Ham and Computer Show 


June 9, 1996 


Rain or Shine! 


Held ar the Pleasant Hill Fire Co. carnival grounds 
(3 miles south of Hanover, PA) 


Talk in 146.892- 


Admission - $9.00 donation Indoor tables $19 each 

Tailgating - Admission plus $9 6 am vendor And Tailgating seT UP 
per 10’ space For advanced Table REGISTRATION OR 
Children under 12 free more info, WRITE TO: 

8 am General Admission H.A.H.A. 


VE testing call (410) 279-8471 P.O. Box 781 

Breakfast & Lunch by Manchester, MD 21102 
the Pleasant Hill Fire Co. Att: _Hamfest Committee 
All food and drink rights reserved or call (410) 279-842 | 


Easy access from Baltimore, Washington, Harrisburg, ANd New Jersey 


Sponsored by <A 


the Hanover Area Hamming Association 
and the Pleasant Hill Fire Co. 


So ELEC TRONES 
OF MARYLAND 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


301-298-7373 


WANTED 
FOR CASH 


WE BUY 
USED ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT OF ALL KINDS. 
TRANSMITTERS, RECEIVERS, TRANSCEIVERS, 
ACCESSORIES AND JUNQUE BOXES. 
TEST EQUIPMENT, TOo! 


CALL GeeG WITH YOUR USED 
EQUIPMENT NEEDS, OR COME BY AND 
SEE OUR EVER CHANGING STOCK. 


WE’RE WASHINGTON’S LEADING 
SUPPLIER OF BIRD WATTMETERS AND 
ELEMENTS, BOTH NEW AND USED. 
TRADES ACCEPTED 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
AND BY APPOINTMENT 


VISA and MasterCard Accepted 


their memberships will be removed from the 
mailing list for subsequent issues of the Beacon. 

George - KR4MU, and Dennis - W4PWF, our 
representatives to the Foundation for Amateur 
Radio, reported on the previous FAR meeting, 
which both of them had attended. 


George also said that he had talked to Ralph - 
KB8CCL regarding the proposed tour of the 
Arlington County Emergency Communications 
Center (ECC). George said that KB8CCL was 
recovering from surgery and said that he would 
call him again at a more appropriate time. 


Joe - AB4RA said that he had received a call 
from Fred Bardsley - WD4DHW, who said that 
Smithsonian Institution station NN3SI (at which 
several AARC members serve as operators) would 
be operating NN3SI as a Special Event station in 
September, to commemorate an anniversary of the 
Smithsonian Institution. Expect more info on this 
as plans develop. 


With that, the business portion of the meeting 
was adjourned to see the excellent program by Joe 
- AB4RA on “HF Digital Modes,” at which Joe 
demonstrated HF packet (AX.25), PACTOR, 
RTTY, and machine Morse modes, using his 
Kantronics All-Mode KAM+ multimode 
communications processor (MCP) and the FI- 
757GXII transceiver that he brought from home, 
just to make sure there would be no problem with 
interface cable incompatibility. Joe mentioned 
advanced PACTOR-like modes G-TOR and 
LAMTOR, but said that he had heard few people 
using GTOR and almost no one using LAMTOR. 
Joe tried to contact the PACTOR mailbox of 
Chester - KB4UGF, who was away on vacation, 
but for some reason Joe couldn’t raise KB4UGF. 
[P.S.: he did the following night, though! ] 


In response to questions about other modes, 
such as CLOVER, Dennis - W4PWF said that he 
had recently co-authored a forthcoming article in 
QST that would compare the performance and 
bandwidth of PACTOR, PACTOR II, G-TOR, and 
CLOVER. 
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Next Meeting: We’re looking forward to our 
April 16 meeting, at which Mike Martin - N3RWF, 
an Interference Investigator with PEPCO’s Radio 
and Television Interference Investigation Section, 
will deliver his outstanding presentation on 
“interference.” Mike has a well equipped truck 
and is a most entertaining speaker, says Activities 
Chair Jack Reed - WA4FXX. We plan to publicize 
this meeting more widely than usual, and we aim 
to pack the house! 


73 DE Mike, NW3V 


A 


Baltimore Radio 


A 
pio Amateur TV 


Society 


Meetings: First Saturday of each month, 3 PM 
at the Pikesville Library. 

Repeaters: W3DID/R System: 147.03+, 
224.960-, 447.225- -all linked ; ATV : 
W3WCQIR system inputs:426.250, 1253.250 
outputs: 439.250, 911.250. PACKET: 
W3GXT-5: 145.050 W3GXT-10: 224.520 
HomePage: http://www.smart.net/~brats 
E-mail: brats@samrt.net. 

On-The-Air: Weely Traffic & Info Net, 
Mondays at 9 PM on 147.63/03. Saturday 
News Bulletin at 1 PM. 
Mailing: BRATS; P.O. Box 5915; Baltimore, 
MD 21282-5915. 

Info: Bob , N3HAT (410) 467-4634, or Mayer, 
W3GXkK at P.O.Box above. 


We have been very remiss in submitting 
articles, but hope to remedy that with e-mail 
capability. We continue improvements to the ATV 
repeater system. If you’ve never tried fast scan 
ATV, you should. There is a working AT'V station 
now at the Historical Electronics Museum in 
Linthicum, next to BWI Marriott. Contact Heru, 
W3WVV on 63/03. 


We now have a home page and e-mail address, 
see box above. You can download membership 
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applications, hamfest table reservation forms, and 
lot of other good stuff. Try It. 


We were very fortunate to get our old Hamfest 
date back, the last Sunday in July. This year, The 
Famous Brats Md. Hamfest will take place on 
Sunday, July 28 at the Timonium Fairgrounds. 
Hope to see you all there. 


73, Mayer, W3GXK 


Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, 
at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting 
in December). Park behind the hospital and 
enter at the rear entrance.Take the elevator to 


the 5th floor, exit left, and the meeting room 


(DSE Room) is on the right. 

Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 MHz. 

Net: Every Tuesday, 9:30pm, 145.230 MHz 
repeater. 

Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD 
20768-0788. 

Information: Oscar Ramsey, Pres - NV3G, 
(301) 262-3392. 


CMARC’s regular March meeting was held on 
March 22nd at Doctors Community Hospital. A 
written plan for providing radio communications 
for 4-wheel drive vehicles during snow 
emergencies was presented for discussion by Jim/ 
KD3JA. It was suggested that a dry run of the 
plan be made during July or August. 


Several club members plan to provide 
communications for Christmas in April (April 27th) 
and the CROP Walk (May 19th). At least two club 
members plan on attending the May 4th NCAC 
ARES Institute in Falls Church, VA.. CMARC 
plans to operate a Field Day station under its new 
club call sign, KB3BLR. CMARC also plans to 
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run a food booth at the Greenbelt Labor Day 
Festival and provide communications for the 
Greenbelt Labor Day Parade. 


A new repeater controller has been purchased 
by our club repeater trustee, Mike/N3EZD. He is 
currently testing it. 


73 de Jim/KD3JA 


Meeting: 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:30 
p.m., at the Bethany United Methodist Church, 
Bethany Lane, Ellicott City. 

Net: 147.135 repater at 8:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday except for meeting nights. 
Youth net: 147.135 repeater at 7:30 p.m. every 
Thursday. . 
Repeaters: 147.735/147.135 (cross-linked to 
222.32/223.92); 147.990/147.390 (direct dial 
911); 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked to 147.735/ 
147.135); and 443.275/448.275. 
Information: Larry Russo, Pres - K3TFU, 
(301)725-2840. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044 


Columbia 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Our March meeting featured Jerry Bate, 
K3NZZ, who gave a presentation on emergency 
communications. The presentation included a 
discussion of FEMA recommendations regarding 
what is needed in disaster areas. 


Alan, N3AC, our Field Day event coordinator, 
is soliciting volunteers for the numerous Field Day 
committees. He is also organizing working parties 
on Saturday afternoons. Our April meeting will 
feature Alan and Rol-K3RA doing Field Day 
operating training. The May meeting will cover 
the details of how the event is going to be run this 
year. 


We have recently learned of a Silent Key. 
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Member John Sheffield, KN3UFH, passed away - 


suddenly on December 21, 1995, after a heart 
attack. Our condolences to his family. 


Please note that all of meetings are now being 
held at the Bethany United Methodist Church, the 


site of the January dinner/installation event. 


73’s, Jean Williams-KB3AOT 


, Fauquier 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Second Tuesday of the 
month except July, August and December. 
Shadow Lawn Recreation Center, Warrenton 
VA. Next meeting April 9th. Club dues are 
payable now. 
Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 
Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 
Net: Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 
-Mhz NZAN Repeater. 
» Packet: KE4YVU_ FARA7 node 145.070 
Mhz with direct connect to FBBS9 
FBBS9 Bulletin Board 145.090:Mhz, 
FARA® node 145.090 Mhz. 
Repeater: NZ4N/R 147.165 Mhz (+0.600 
Mhz) | 
Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for 
submissions: 20th of the month. 
~ Information: Don, WY2V, (540)347-5745 
or Larry, K4LLQ (540)347-7609. 
“Address: FARA, PO Box 752, Warrenton VA 
22186. Next meeting: May 14. 


The March club meeting featured the annual 
club auction. There were lots of choice items this 
year including a genuine “bug”, a Heathkit DX- 


20, aDX-60, and a National HR50 “hollow-state” 
‘receiver. Unfortunately the crowd was pretty small 
-and not interested in these “big ticket” items,.so 
you'll see them at the Manassas Hamfest this 
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summer. Save your pennies, this is some really 


nice gear. 


oust @ 


Club President Larry Walker, K4LLQ, also 
reported that the distribution of the club newsletter, 
the TOROID, by Internet seemed to be working 
well, and saved considerable postage costs. Acopy 
of the newsletter will also be made available on 
the club BBS, FARA for out-of-county users. 


Larry also announced that Don Maziarz is 
looking for volunteers to help with several public 
service events coming up including the Therapeutic 
Ride-a-thon, and a bicycle ride-a-thon that will pass 
through Fauquier County. The bike-athon is 
looking for someone to organize the entire amateur 
support network. If you really want a chance to 
get involved with some public service, give Dona 


call (his number is in the title block). 


- That’s all for this month. Happy Easter! 


73, Mark, KD6AKC 


Frederick 
Amateur Radio 
Club 


Meetings: Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of the 


| Month - Frederick County EOC - Montevue 
~-Lane Near Fort Dietrick - Frederick, MD. 
Club Information SoundSource Number: 
(301)695-2633 ext. 6393. 
Repeaters: 448.425/(-), 146.640/(-). 
Club Callsign: K3ERM. 


It has been a busy time for the Frederick 
Amateur Radio Club (FARC) since our last 


column. A decision to move the location of the 


Annual Fathers Day Hamfest has been made, new 
slate of officers have been elected, a new 2-meter 
repeater should be on the air, and episisading 
Reeune programs. 


The FARC has decided to return to the 


Frederick County Fairgrounds for the 1996 Fathers 


Day Hamfest - June 16, 1996. Up-to-date 
information can be obtained by calling the. 
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“SoundSource” number shown in the club 
information block above. With a larger indoor area 
and more regular tailgating area we anticipate a 
most enjoyable Fathers Day Hamfest and hope to 
see you there! 


The new club officers for 1996 were elected 
as follows: 


President: Scott Robertson - N3MVV 
Vice President: John Fitz - NSKMA 

Treasurer: John (Pat) Patton - W3FRV 
Secretary: Carolyn Moroney- N3VOK 


The FARC should have the newest repeater in 
the Frederick, MD area up and running when this 
article goes to press. Our repeater committee, 
headed by Wayne Wisner - KA3YEE, has been 
working very hard to order and configure the 
repeater for maximum coverage and enjoyment by 
all amateurs. We would hope you would stop by 
146.640/(-) MHz (PL: 156.7) and try our new 
repeater! 


Members and visitors to the club over the past 
few months have been treated to a variety of 
interesting and educational programs. These have 
included a Red Cross disaster operations briefing 
by Dave Filkens - KA3VLH, an accounting of 
amateur radio uses in world class model airplane 
flight by Maynard Hill (W3FQB) - current world 
record holder in both distance and endurance 
’ flights, and local power company engineer 
discussions on electricity, grounding, and RFI. 


The member of the Frederick Amateur Radio 
Club welcome you to join us at our next meeting! 


73 de Scott - NSMVV 


Reminder - all submissions for 


are due no later than the Ist of the 
month prior to the month of publication! 
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Green Mountain ~ 
Repeater 
Association 


Meetings: Board of Directors, Last Monday 
of each month. Repeaters: KD3VR - 146.61 
(Cheverly), K3GXF -146.88 (Greenbelt). 

Luncheon: First Saturday of each month at 
the Fountain Cafe, in the Laurel Shopping 


Center Mall, US Route 1 (Baltimore Ave.) and 
Cherry Lane. Starts at'11:30 A.M. Monitor 
146.88 for Talk-In. 

Nets: Old Gents Net meets on 146.88 each 
day at 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. Washington 
Adventist Amateur Radio Association Net 
meets on 146.88 each Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 
Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD 20718-0523. 
Information: John Williams. N5SJZ, (301) 
805-5761. : 


What a terrific turnout of members and guests 
at the monthly luncheon social of GMRA on 
Saturday, March 2, 1996. The get together was held 
at the Laurel Shopping Center Mall. 


Membership is continually growing and we 
would like to welcome all the new members to our 
group. As of February 24, 1996, there was'a count 
of 195 members. 


Something new and exciting is in t he making. 
John Williams, NS5SJZ has decided to do a 
newsletter for the members Or GMRA. As of now, 
the publishing date is not known. This may bea 
quarterly issue. At least we hope so. 


Board members have been researching the 
purchase of newer repeaters for the 146.61 and the 
146.88 sites. Just this month, the antenna system 
failed on the Greenbelt, 146.88 repeater. The 
antennas were to be replaced as soon as was 
reasonable anyway. Joe, KD3VR, put up a 
temporary antenna with the hopes Or purchasing 
and installing new ones in a week or two. Thanks 
to Joe for his volunteer efforts. 
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Roy, N3NGA, one of the Control Operators Or 
GMRA has been helping by researching the types 
of repeaters and antennas for both sites. Thanks to 
Roy for his efforts. A big vote of thanks to all those 
members that have made donations to GMRA. 


73’s, Ken Easton, NSHLY 


~ Hanover Area 
Hamming 
Association 


Repeaters: 2 meters 146.895-. 440: 447.675- 
6 meters 53.19-. 

Address: Hanover Area Hamming Assoc. 
P.O. Box 381, Manchester, MD 21102. 
Information: (410) 239-8451. 


The Hanover Area Hamming Association was 
founded in Hanover, PA in June 1990 and has 
expanded to serve all radio amateurs in the tri-state 
and regional areas.. We are a dynamic group of 
amateur radio and computer enthusiasts who love 
to explore and have fun in the hobby. Our club 
prides itself in a camaraderie and sense of 
achievement that is combined with fun and 
dedication. This has shown itself in the club’s years 
of existence. 


Club BBS 


The club owns and operates a packet BBS with 
a 1200 baud port on 145.07 under the club’s 
callsign, KB3BLS. We have two forwarding ports 
on UHE to MD, PA, VA, and WVA. The system 
provides the major forwarding path between MD 
and PA and is an integral part of the amateur packet 
network. 


- Also located in Westminster, MD is the WMD 
node on 145.07. This can be used to make 
connection to the BBS for southern users easier. 
Colocated with this node is the WMD 4 network 
node. 
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Hamfest 


On June 9, 1996, the club will host their annual 
hamfest at the Pleasant Hill Fire Co. carnival 
grounds. This is the club’s major fundraising event. 
Our hamfest is just around the corner and 
committee members have been busy with 
preparations. 


Ham Tower 


Published bi-monthly for our members is the 
Ham Tower. This newsletter helps to keep the 
members up-to-date and informed of club 
activities. You’ll find the newsletter full of news, 
pictures, humor, entertainment, and information. 
All club members are encouraged to contribute 
material for this publication. Complementary 
issues are available upon request. 


Club Voicemail 


All this information and more is available by 
calling the club’s voice mail number (410) 239- 
8451. This system enables the caller to get club 
information, repeater info, and hamfest info. If 
the caller wishes to leave a message, they can do 
so at the prompt. This system also allows the caller 
to request fax-back information (i.e. current copy 
of the club’s newsletter, club brochure, membership 
application, and hamfest information). The caller 
can also fax information to the club. The system 
will recognize an incoming fax automatically and 
store it on the hard drive. 


Meetings 


The club meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 8:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the 
Alesia Free-Methodist church, 4250 Schalk Road, 
Millers, MD. If you need talk-in information, call 
on any of the repeaters or leave a message on the 
voice mail system. Guests are always welcome at 
our meetings and activities. 


73, Kim N3LTM 
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Historical . 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Third Wednesday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Net: Monday 8:00 PM, 146.67(—)/224.24(—) 
MHz (courtesy of BARC). 

Information: Gary Ryan, (410) 969-0410. 
Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


The March 20, 1996 meeting opened with a 
report by Heru Wamsley, W3WVYV that the 
Amateur Television Station is complete and ready 
for operation. The antenna has been stabilized 
which has resulted in a stable high quality picture. 
Heru will now begin training members on 
operation of the station. 


Charlie Angel, AA3FB is well along in the 
process of refurbishing the modulator that will 
allow the TBL-13 to be used on AM with all 
original equipment. Ernie Farkas, K3CBW has 
completed the reinstallation and CW operations 
check out of the TBL-13 and is ready to train new 
operators. Anyone interested in learning how to 
operate this fine old tube transmitter should contact 
Ernie at (410) 747-1377. Heru Wamsley, W3WVV 
has volunteered to install a tube type regulator to 
further improve the chirp. 


A subcommittee was formed to revise the 
layout of the communications area for both W3GR 
operations and museum visitors observation. One 
of projects being considered is a pre WW2 ham 
station. The subcommittee will be chaired by 
HEMARC President Gary Ryan, W3GMY. 
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Rol Anders, K3RA would like to display a QSL 
card from each of the countries in the pre WW2 
DXCC countries list. All QSL cards loaned will 
be protected and returned to the owner after display. 
If you have some of the old cards please contact 
Rol (410) 796-4792. 


An interest survey of the members was 
conducted and the compiled statistics were 
discussed. HF Rag Chewing is still the king but 
there is interest among some members in almost 
every aspect of ham radio. 


The technical session of the meeting was an 
excellent presentation and demonstration of APRS 
(Automatic Position Reporting System) by Bob 
Bruninga, WB4APR, its principle developer. 
Everyone was amazed at the capability of the 
system and the potential for its use in amateur radio 
public service. This integration of Packet, GPS 
and a wide variety of ham communication modes 
with the position reporting and even position 
determination makes Fox hunts and support of. 
public events a Hams dream. 


The upgrade instructions for Novice/Technical 
has begun with 9 students. So Far - So Good. 


The Museum continues to need interested 
Hams to support W3GR operations and/or 
refurbish old electronics equipment. Any 
volunteers please call Gary Ryan (410) 969-0410. 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 


Chapter X 


Pa 


AM Scciety <i 
af Wireless Piancers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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Laurel Amateur ; 
Radio Club 


A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- 
cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. 

Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, except 


December (Call for directions). 

Nets: Ist & 3rd & Sth Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. 

Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709-0039 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 P.M. 

Information: Jim/WI3N (301)725-6829 or 
Pud/W3DQI (301)498-6293. 


The Laurel Club (LARC) enjoyed an 
“appreciation” dinner given by the Women’s Club 
of Laurel at the March regular LARC meeting. 
Members of the LARC, led by Jim/WI3N and 
Mike/WB3HUP, have been working on the 
installation of new siding for the Women’s Club 
facility at 384 Main Street. It looks GREAT! 


At the March test session, the VE team 
administered forty-six elements for twenty four 
individuals. Fourteen individuals upgraded ! 


On Sunday, 5 May, the club will provide 
communications for the 26th Montpelier Arts and 
Craft Festival on the grounds of the Montpelier 
Mansion on Route 197 near Laurel. The Festival 
also celebrates the Prince George’s County 
Tricentennial. A booth will be set up by the club to 
demonstrate Amateur Radio operations for the 
public. All Hams are invited to drop by and say 
“Hello”. 


On Saturday, 11 May, the club will again 
provide communications in support of the Laurel 
Main Street Festival. This is an annual event 
attended by nearly a hundred thousand people 
during the day! The club will operate the 
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“Information” booth and assist the Festival staff 
with communications throughout the day. See you 
there! 


73 de Roger/N3MIJ 


The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
NBC Building - WKYS Conference Room, 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, Washington, DC. 

Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 


145.45 MHz (PL-5A). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). 

WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwright(MADRAS.html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Larry Ziecheck - N3GKZ (301) 
984-6113, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 984- 
6113. 


“Shuttle Retransmission Program” was the 
topic of our March 14th meeting. Vicki Gigante- 
Hueber KA3PVS and David Gossiard N3DRL, 
from the Goddard club, were our guest speakers. 
Their presentation was well received by the group. 
We were delighted when they extended an 
invitation to drop by their clubhouse and take part 
in one of the retransmission programs. Thank you 
Vicki and Dave, we plan on taking you up on your 
offer and will be seeing you soon. 


At our second meeting on March 28th, Scott 
Standiford W3YTW, gave a talk on “Lightning - 
Part II’. Scott had presented “Lightning Part I’ at 
our September 28th meeting and wanted to save 
the second half for spring when all of our exciting 
thunderstorms begin. Thank you, Scott, for a most 
interesting and informative evening. Those of us 
who are fascinated with thunder and lightning 
eagerly await the first storm of the season. Scott 
tells us that in this area alone we will be able to 
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enjoy at least 30 storms before fall. 


Congratulations to Lenny Schacter N3RPQ and 
Jim Coleman AA3CD, who are acting Emergency 
Coordinators for ARES in the District of Columbia. 
We know you both will do an excellent job. 


With Field Day ’96 just around the corner 
MADRAS is looking for hams interested in 
operating with our Club for this event. We set up 
our station in a shopping center in Rockville, 
Maryland and have access to rest rooms, a well 
stocked kitchen featuring coffee, sodas, snacks and 
real food, plus air-conditioning to relax in after you 
have finished operating in the great outdoors. 
Please give Jean or Larry a call at 301-984-6113 
(day) or 301-294-2513 (Jean - evenings) or 301- 
530-8646 (Larry - evenings) if you would like to 
join us on June 22nd and/or June 23rd. We promise 
you will have a fun-filled time. 


MADRAS extends an invitation to the ham 
community to join us for a presentation which will 
be given by Kay Cragie WT3P, Director of the 
Atlantic Division for ARRL. Kay will be discussing 
the future of the ARRL and the future of ham radio. 
We have sent invitations to all the Clubs in the area 
to join us for this event. Mark your calendars for 
May 9th. Your club president will know the time 
and place of the meeting or you can call Jean at 
301-984-6113 (day) or 301-294-2513 (evening) for 
more information. Do plan on joining us. 


HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY MEMORIAL 
DAY!!! 
LO:S sa dean 


Romano & Mitchell 


CHARTERED 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 


7910 WOODMONT AVENUE 
SUITE 1110 
BETHESDA, MD 20814 
TEL (301) 652-5040 
FAX (301) 907-8210 


JOHN T. NUTTMANN 
CPA 
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Metropolitan 
Communications 
Network Radio 


Club, Inc: 


Meetings: Quarterly, the second Sunday of 
the month. Next meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 9, 1996 at the home QTH of Joe 
Saunders, K3UAL. : 
Repeater: N3AGB, 52.250 MHz in, 53.250 
MHz out. 

On the Air: Saturdays at 20:00 hours local 
time. Beginning in April 24th we will try. for 
21:00 hours on Wednesdays. 

Mailing: Mary A. Milligan, KAIKWP, 6608 
N. 18th St., Arlington, VA. 22205-1802. 
Information: Mary A. Milligan, ATRWP 
(703) 533-0650. 


The Quarterly meeting was held, Sunday, 
March 24, 1996 at the QTH of Bob Sporn, 
WA3GGO at 14:00 hours. Eight members were 
present. In addition to the various committee 
reports, discussion was held on the repair of the 
repeater. New tubes have been installed and the 
Suitland site is up and running. It was also 
discussed about putting an announcement on the 6 
meter repeater about our club and its meeting time. 


K3UAL is looking for help in advertising our 
club. If anyone has ideas for flyers, publicity, ete: 
please let us know. We need to recruit more 
members. It was decided to have a picnic for our 
June meeting so watch for details. 


Congratulations to Joe Saunders, K3UAL, on ! 
receiving a citation from the N3SI station at the 
Smithsonian Institute. 


Our youngest member, Frances Milligan, 
KD4AXW was interviewed on Channel 33 in 
Arlington, VA. on 20 March. She spoke about the 
Wider Opportunities for Girl Scouts and her trip 
to England where the Amateur Radio was a big hit 
with all the international Scouts and Guides at Peak 
oy. ; 
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FM NET SATURDAY AT 20:00 HOURS ON 
THE REPEATER The net will continue on 
Saturday night through mid-April. Starting on April 
24, 1996, the net will be held on Wednesday nights 
at 2] :00 hours. We hope to get more people to 
check in. New check-ins are always welcomed. 


THE SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE NET 
(50.4 MHz) AT 09:00 HOURS The number of 
check-in varies but with the wet weather we have 
had more people checking in. Recently we had 12 
check-ins. 


73’s, Mary, KAIKWP 


Metrovision 


Amateur TV Club 
Fast Scan Color ATV 


Meetings: Quarterly: Time and place TBD. 
Repeater: WA9GVK/4 (video/audio) Input: 
425-431 Mhz. Output: 438-444 Mhz. Acces- 
sible 144.970 Simplex FM Voice. 
On-the-air: Sundays and Wed. 8:00 P.M. 
Mailing: Metrovision, Inc., P.O. Box 8231, 
Falls Church, Va., 22041. 
Information: Sam - N3GHY (301 430-3373) 

Jim - KA4CKI ( 703494~342) 

Tom - KO40X (540-752-2100) 

Rich - KA3BTD (301-843-1253) 


The Metrovision Repeater has been going 
strong with few problems thanks to Jim - KA4CKI. 
Uriah - N3UEN and Tom - KO4OX have been our 
wine connoisseurs. They explain what is a good 
wine and a bad wine. 


Sometimes there is a demonstration over the 
air. I personally know only two kinds of wine, one 
with the cork and one without the cork. Uriah told 
me to stay away from the one without the cork 
(screw tops are easier for me ?). 


’ Rumor has it that on News Years Eve Tom and 
Uriah were on ATV demonstrating their wine and 
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things started to get a little on the wild side. Gerald 
quickly ended the net before someone got into a 
“pickle”. 


Uriah - N3UFN has his commercial 
broadcasting license and is studying to become a 
radio DJ or possibly get into the Sales department 
in commercial broadcasting. He is doing his classes 
and internship at WXTR 104.1 in Marlo Heights. 


Bruce - WA9GVK, Tom - KO4OX, Gerald - 
KB4QG]J and Jim - KA4CKI are into model 
railroading. They play their model railroad VCR 
tapes and show us their train layouts. It appears 
that model railroad is not a cheap hobby either. 


Gerald - KB4QGJ, our net control keeps us on 
our toes. He asks a lot of questions during the net. 
Things like; “ what is reactance“, “ would it be 
practical to upgrade a 286 computer if not why “, 
‘‘ what is impedance ?” and “ what do all the scales 
mean ona VOM ?” It’s a good thing Tom - KO40X 


knows all the answers. 


I passed my 1 3 wpm code and advanced test 
on March 3rd. After reading a couple of articles in 
QST about some people that struggled and finally 
upgraded I felt I would try again. I definitely 
learned one thing, there is no substitute for practice. 


As noted in the February 1996 QST page 103 
is the ARRL band plan. The 70 cm portion from 
420 thru 432 and 438 thru 444 is set aside for ATV. 
It certainly appears that our local coordinating 
committee, TMARC, has ignored this suggested 
band plan. 


They have coordinated 70 cm FM repeaters 
with in Metrovision’s ATV spectrum. As the article 
stated if there is not some sort of a local agreement 
there will be chaos. It certainly seems to some of 
us in Metrovision that TMARC has created chaos 
within the 70 cm band plan that they are responsible 
for coordinating.. 


“T’ll be seeing you” 
73’s Rich - KA3BTD/AA 
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The Mid-Atlantic 


DX and Repeater 


Association 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
rotating locations among Hagerstown MD, 
Frederick MD, Martinsburg WV and 
Greencastle PA. Next meeting is Thursday, 
May 9, 1996, check BBSs or Net for location. 
Net: Tuesday evenings at 1930 local on 


147.06. 

On the Air: Tuesdays @ 1930 local on 
147.06 RPT. 

Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, 
448.125; Martinsburg WV: 147.345. 
Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite 2A, 
Hagerstown MD 21740 

Information: Voice BBS 301-416-8447 (info 
Box 112) LandLine BBS (301) 416-8435 


April activities started with MADRA members, 
just like most area Hams, looking over all those 
great bargains they scored at Timonium, and 
wondering how much they could get for them at 
Hagerstown on May 5. Well, that’s probably only 
true for some of us. 


The public service calendar also started to fill 
up. MADRA members were pledged to help out 
during the MS Walk at Hagerstown on April 13th 
and at Frederick on April 14th. During last year’s 
MS Walk in Hagerstown we were instrumental in 
assisting on one ambulance call. That is, of course, 
why we’re there for these events while always 
hoping that we will be relied upon but not needed. 


The next flag on the calendar for public service 
is a May event: Several MADRA members are on 
the schedule to provide communications support 
to the Damascus Biathlon. Last year’s Biathlon 
was an exciting and satisfying occasion. perhaps 
more so because it concluded with large servings 
of ice cream from Damascus’ famous purveyor of 
that summertime treat. Just about the time that 
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settled, most of the volunteer communicators sat 
down to a groaning board of pizza and all that goes 
with it. Hmmm - Maybe the wrong people were 
doing all the biking and running through the 
countryside. Of course, one does build up quite 
an appetite talking on the radio. 


Planning is an important aspect-of MADRA 
activities. A lot was being done in March and April, 
more is scheduled for May. The annual RailRoad 
Days festival in Brunswick involves monthly 
meetings to plan Ham support to the many activities 
which will take place October 5-6. 


Both Field Day and the June VHF contest are 
getting full MADRA attention this year, so a lot of 
time and brain energy has been devoted to them, 
too. The hardest work may be planning a HamFest, 
and ours was made a little bit harder by some last- 
minute discoveries. MADRA’s HamFest has been 
named SweatFest in honor of the Potomac Valley’s 
summer weather. 


In 1995 we scheduled our ‘Fest in downtown 
Brunswick, Maryland, on the last Sunday in July. 
We did the same thing for 1996 and found that 
BRATS’ Timonium HamFest will be held that day. 
So - Back to the drawing board. 


Enjoy your visit to BRATS in Timonium; enjoy 
your visit to the Berryville HamFest, too (August 
4th). Then mark your calendar for later in the 
month, probably August 18th, for SweatFest’96 in 


downtown Brunswick. Once we’ve cleared this . 


date with the ARRL and FAR, we’ll be printing 
flyers for handouts at all the local gatherings until 
then. By the way, does anybody need 40,000 
HamFest flyers with the wrong date on them? 


Join us for the next meeting, Thursday, May 
9th at 7. By the time you read this, we should 
know where. Check in one of our BBSs or the 
Tuesday night net and we’lI tell you the location. 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 
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. Montgomery 
\ & Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
Montgomery Co: Govt Center, 101 Monroe 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 


Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL 
156.7) in Rockville. 

Club Net: 2nd 4th and Sth Wednesdays of each 
month at 7 p.m. on the MARC repeater and 
7:30 p.m. on 28.450 mHz. 

Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20884-0611 

Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112: 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210 


As winter and memories of the blizzard of 96 
begin to fade, no doubt spring is going to be 
welcome by all. However the winter wasn’t all bad. 
Members of the Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
(MARC) put this time to good use and are pleased 
to announce several new initiatives. According to 
Al Rabassa (NW2M), President of the 300 plus 
member group, “ We have worked very hard to 
recognize the varied interests of our diverse 
membership and have developed a new approach 
to our meeting structure and member 
communication efforts that we are very excited 
about.” 


Several changes have been made to the 
fingerprint of the MARC organization: They are: 


1. Sunday Evening Repeater Net - The 
MARC repeater net is held at 7:30 PM every 
Sunday evening on the club’s repeater located in 
Rockville MD. (Frequency 146.955). Members and 
non members are invited to participate. The net is 
designed to disseminate information of interest to 
the club and is intended as a way for memberzs to 
interact with each other. One feature of the net is 
the transmission of the national amateur radio 

program News Line. 
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2. MARC on the Internet - MARC is now on 
the Internet with a home page located at http:// 
www.dsport.com/marc/ Constantly updated, a 
home page is an excellent way for members and 
others with interest in our group to find out more 
about club activities and special event needs. 


3. Meeting Format Modified - The MARC 
club meetings now have a new format. Program 
material has been changed to encourage in¢greased 
member participation through the introduction of 
special interest groups (SIG’s) such as packet, DX, 
HF etc. This format is under on-going development 
and review. Compelling programming will increase 
meeting attendance and encourage the exchange 
of new ideas and programs. 


LOOKING AHEAD: Preparations continue for 
the 1996 ARRL Field Day. MARC will be set up 
in Damascus MD at the Issak Walton League. With 
early preparation and fine tuned planning MARC 
will be ready to compete aggressively with other 
organizations throughout the airwaves operating 
in the 4A class covering 160 through 10 meters 
with a Novice/Tech station, Satellite, VHF, and 
VHE. }. 


MISCELLANEOUS MEMBERSHIP ITEMS: 
Recent projects - As a result of this season’s club 
project, 60 new direction finders reside in the 
Montgomery County area and are ready to go to 
work. The kits, purchased and assembled by club 
members cover 6 Meters through 440 Mhz. A 
majority of the kits were built for 2 Meter 
operation.. A planned fox hunt will be an excellent 
way for members to test their skills. 


Saving Paper and Increasing Efficiency - 
Nothing can beat talking to fellow club members 
at a meeting, or perhaps over lunch at a hamfest. A 
good QSO comes close, but for the dissemination 
of club information MARC is turning to the 
Internet. It is estimated that more than half of the 
club’s members now have access to electronic mail. 
Over the next several months, the club will 
experiment with different ways to forward tidbits 
of information of interest to its members that isn’t 
necessarily targeted for publication in the club 
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newsletter. Use of electronic mail information 
dissemination is intended as an adjunct to the club 
newsletter which is published several times a year. 
A Serious Note - This is a good time to once again 
thank all the members of the MARC organization 
that assisted with public service efforts this past 
season during the Blizzard of 96 and most recently 
during the Amtrack train tragedy in Silver Spring. 
_ These two events alone illustrate how an integral 
part of the community amateur radio operators can 
be and clearly demonstrates their willingness to 
serve the needs of their neighbors. We are all very 
thankful for their contributions and proud of their 
efforts. 


Your Comments Please - We would like to hear 
from other amateur radio operators. MARC can 
be contacted at Post Office Box 611 - Gaithersburg 
MD 20884-0611. 


AutoCall column comments to N3TOU via the 
Internet: agross @erols.com. 


Mount Vernon 
‘ Amateur Radio 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
7:30 p.m.(except December) Mt. Vernon Gov- 
ernmental Center 2511 Parker’s Lane, 
Alexandria, VA 22308. 

Nets: Every Tuesday at 9:00 p.m. Starts on 2 
meters then moves to 10 meters on 28.408. 
Repeater: WD4PDP 146.055 input / 146.655 
output. 

Mailing: Mt. Vernon Amateur Radio 
Club(MVARC) c/o Joe Salemi KR4CZ, 
P.O.Box 7234,Alexandria, VA 22307. 
Information: John KI4HK,(703)780-2882 or 
Julie KD4WSZ,(703)799-9466 or Packet 
145.650 KD4LST-1. 


_ MVARC’s March testing session was held at 
the First Christian Church on King Street in 
Alexandria because of a lack of space at the Lee 
Park Recreation Center, the Club’s regular testing 
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site. A Wildlife photographic exposition and craft 
show required all available space resulting in the 
move. Testing should be held back at the Park on 
Franconia Road during April and May, but might 
be moving again in June, and for several months 
because of planned renovations at the Center. 
Anyone interested in testing during the summer 
months should check the AutoCall Testing column, 
the Club newsletter or listen to the weekly net on 
the 146.655 repeater on Tuesday evenings at 9 PM 
to confirm the location. The Club thanks the First 
Christian Church for use of the hall. 


The intermittent noise problem has returned to 
the repeater and the possibility of recurring loose 
joints in the antenna is a suspected cause. The 
Repeater committee will check the antenna when 
the weather gets a little nicer. . 


An popular unofficial club activity is a 
gathering at the Rib Rack restaurant before the 
meeting to indulge in a dinner of barbecued ribs 
and chicken. Attendees enjoy the event. Our 
recently departed club member Loyd, K8EI, 
enjoyed it enough to have an order shipped to his 
new QTH in Utah! We’re hoping to see Loyd when 
he returns to finalize the sale of his house. 


The monthly breakfast has moved to its new 
location at Claude’s restaurant in the Day’s Inn just 
south of the Beltway interchange on US-1. It’s still 
held on the fourth Saturday each month. 


The Club’s 1996 activity program is underway 
and proceeding nicely. January, February and 
March featured support for the Chili Softball 
Tournament, several parades and the George 
Washington Special Event station operation at 
Mount Vernon. The end of March and the month 
of April had members trekking off to the Hamfest 
at Timonium and to NJ4F’s QTH in the wilds of 
Spotsylvania County to participate ina DX contest. 
Some also caravaned to the Dayton Hamvention. 
The Club provided its annual support to the annual 
Mount Vernon to Jones Point 15K Run foot race 
up the Parkway. April ended with QRP Field Day 
with several rigs set up near the miniature railroad 
at Lee District Park. 
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_ Program presentations at the February meeting 
featured Joe, KR4CZ, discussing his bulletin board, 
and in March, Steve, NJ4F and associates, 
discussed and demonstrated a unique and 
functional auto logging program that would be very 
valuable in contest operation. The April meeting 
was a “show and tell” night with some members 
explaining and demonstrating a variety of home 
brewed and commercial gadgets and ham “toys”. 


Now that the weather is getting better, and the 
ground getting firmer, the last of the antenna work 
at USCG MARS will be completed and the 
MYVARC volunteer operators will resume their 
station support. Lt. Rick David, WC4Q, the project 
officer, returns from out of town temporary duty 
to put finishing touches on the.station reactivation 
and conduct new training. New volunteers are 
always welcome. Info about the Club’s 
participation can be obtained from Dale KE4ALX 
or Vince KE4SKW. 


73, Chuck, W3HSW 


‘Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter & Spring 

Weekly Nets: NVFMA, Wed, 8 PM, 146.79- 
ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. Equipment Clinic, 
lst Wed of the month, 7:30 PM, 146.79. 


Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 1272.1/1292.1. 
Membership Info: Ann Herlich/KD4GSU, 
(703) 481-1458. 

Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


~ REMEMBER!!! Our General Membership 
Meeting on 13 June 1996 at the WNVT-TV Ch-56 
Station located at 1801-A Lee Highway, Falls 
Church, VA. Meeting starts at 7 PM. If the weather 
is really bad; 20 June is the alternate date. Please 
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attend for NVFMA business, election of one Board 
of Director, studio and facility tour, door prizes 
and refreshments. Talk in on 146.79 and 444.750 
MHz. 


THANKS! to Owen Wormser, K6LEW and 
Sam Ruffin, KM401 for their efforts in completing 
the remote equipment for our Burtonsville, MD 
site. . 


We’ re looking for NVFMA volunteers to man 
the table at the Manassas Hamfest on 2 June 96. 1/ 
2 to | hour stint would be appreciated to represent 
our association! 


_ We are also in need of volunteers to help with 
technical and general maintenance issues on the 
repeater system. If you are technically inclined or 
just willing to lend a hand to your association, 
please contact me, Ann, KD4GSU or any of the 
Board members, Thanks! 


NVFMA BULLETIN: Please check into your 
“Bulletin every Wednesday evening at 8:00 PM 
on 146.79 MHz. It’s a good way to hear NVFMA 
news, a good way to express your thoughts, 
opinions, etc. to your Board members. Don’t forget 
the “Used Equipment Listing” during the bulletin; 
handy if you have anything leftover from recent 
Hamfests! 


Members are encouraged to submit articles for 
the NVFMA “WATTS NEW” publication. We’ ll 
do our best to put in as many as possible. 


See you at the June meeting! 


73, Ann, KD4GSU 
Secretary 


are due no later than 
the 1st of the 
month prior to the month of publication!! 


Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


Meetings: First working Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., 


6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782 
Club Station: K3CEZ 

Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Hyattsville, MD 
20781 

Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW 
(301) 927-1245 


The regular monthly meeting Or PGWA was 
held on Tuesday, March 5, 1996 with 50% of the 
membership on hand. After the usual order Or, the 
reading Or minutes and officer reports, Club 
activities were discussed. A poll of those members 
who may be able to Peghise in these activities 
was taken. 


The first activity on the agenda is the Annual 
Crop Walk which takes place at the First United 
Methodist Church of Hyattsville, MD. This event 
is scheduled on May 19, 1996 with PGWA acting 
as communicators along the walking and jogging 
courses. Refreshments will be served. 


' We are also making plans for “Field Day” in. 


June. Dave, WB3KXL, has come up with some 
good ideas for operation modes. Dave has some 
solar panels that he may bring for portable power 
and may also set up for packet operation. 


Frank, WA3ZMW, brought a video tape to the 
meeting showing the train trip across Canada. This 
was very entertaining. For the April meeting, Frank 
is bringing a tape showing some footage taken 
during some of the hurricanes last year. Since 
PGWA works with the Red Cross during these 
types of emergencies this should help as an 
educational tool. 


73s, Ken Easton, NSHLY 
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Quarter Century © 
<. Wireless Assn. 
Chapter #91 


Meetings: Formal: Third Saturday of even- 
numbered months; 12:00 noon; Neighbor’s 
Restaurant, Cedar Lane and. Park Street, 
Vienna, VA. Ragchew/Informal: Third 
Saturday of odd-numbered months; 10:00 AM, 
Old Country Buffet, Fair City Mall, Fairfax. 
Newsletter: Bi-monthly to all members. 
Information: Dick Rucker (KM4ML), Sec- 
retary; 10426 Darby St., Fairfax, VA 22030-_ 
3603; 703-591-3279. Also on the VHF net. 
VHF FM Net: Sunday 9 AM, 146.79MHz. 


We are saddened to report the passing of some 
close friends. Our condolences go to John Swafford 
(W4HU) and his family on the death of John’s wife, 
Ann. Our condolences go to Carl Gray (W4ACM) 
and his family on the death of Carl’s wife, Zianna. 
Our condolences go to the family of our late 
member Bob Edsal (WMSC). All who knew them 
truly will miss these extraordinary people. 


January, 1966, Meeting — Tony Stalls 
(K4KYO), as new Chapter President, welcomed 
twenty members and four guests to this meeting. 
Tony, Frank Haynes (W4NUA, Vice President), 
Dick Rucker (KM4ML, Secretary), and Al Wheeler 
(WB4JJJ, Treasurer) are off to a running start! 


We had a detailed discussion of Chapter 
finances, particularly about how we subsidize our 
Holiday Luncheon, produce a large newsletter, and 
donate money in several ways. After this, the 
membership unanimously agreed to raise our 
annual dues rate from six dollars to ten dollars 


- beginning in 1997. The Chapter Life Membership 


fee will go from $50 to $100. 


Larry Parfitt (KS4KW) won $16 in the 50-50 
drawing and promptly donated it back to the 
Chapter. Although he does not yet qualify for 
membership, Larry regularly attends our meetings 
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and makes frequent donations. Thanks so much 
for your support, Larry! 


Dick Rucker (KM4ML), our new Secretary, 
provided information about his computerization 
and continuing enhancement of the Chapter’s 
“members and friends” data base. 


QCWA National VP Jack Kelleher (W4ZC) 
reported on FCC happenings. He noted that 
considering that a future WARC may decide that 
Morse Code proficiency is no longer required for 
Amateur operations below 30 MHz, we need to be 
thinking about (a) how to ensure that CW remains 
a viable means of communication in the U.S. 
Amateur community, and (b) what changes in 
licensing requirements may result. 


Another area of interest and involvement for 
us is the potential impact of spectrum auctioning, 
and resolution of the long-standing problem of 
different ITU regional allocations for the Amateur 
Service in the 40m band. The declared U.S. 
objective is to secure a 300kHz-wide band 
allocated exclusively to the Amateur Service. 


Jack also discussed the potential advantages 
of Amateurs using spread-spectrum technology to 
more effectively use UHF and microwave bands 
now allocated to Amateurs on a secondary 
noninterference basis. 


Lew Bradley (W4SWP) displayed and 
explained a WWII spy radio station built into a 
suitcase. It was complete with a wide range of 
plug-in coils for band switching, and a reel of black 
antenna wire. Stories of James-Bond-like 
adventures abounded. 


The auction brought in $101! This, plus the 
take from the 50-50 drawing, added $143 to our 
coffers. Our Treasurer, who has been mopping his 
brow for two months because we subsidized the 
Holiday Luncheon, briefly smiled (albeit only 
slightly). 
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Thanks so much to Al Wheeler (WB4JJJ), Carl 
Gray (W4ACM), and Jack Kelleher (W4ZC) for 
donations of auction items. 


March, 1996, Meeting — President Tony Stalls 
(K4K YO) welcomed 25 people to this meeting. 
VP Frank Haynes (W4NUA) noted that 10 of those 
present also are members of the Vienna Wireless 
Association. 


Tony introduced a proposal to make 
amendments to our Constitution and By-Laws. 
These amendments are intended to reflect 
evolutionary changes the chapter has made over 
several years. A vote on these amendments is 
scheduled for our May meeting. 


Secretary Dick Rucker (KM4ML) reported that 
the chapter has added 13 new members already 
this first quarter! In addition, our newsletter and 
Sunday-morning on-the-air net have attracted five 
additional friends who have made cash donations 
to the chapter. 


Brad Flippen (K6HPR) distributed copies of a 
letter he received from the ARRL concerning their 
recent Petition to the FCC for Rulemaking to 
strengthen PRB-1 and to extend it to cover 
covenants. Discussion followed. Considering the 
implications of this, expect MUCH more 
discussion! 


VP Frank introduced our guest speaker, Mike 
Martin (N3RWF) who is an interference 
investigator for PEPCO. Mike noted that only 
about 20% of the RFI cases he investigates prove 
to be caused by PEPCO’s equipment. Most are 
caused by appliances in the home. The talk was 
quite informative and very well received. 


Bill Mills (KCSPF) won $22.50 in the 50-50 
drawing, and announced that this windfall was the 
exact amount he needed to complete his move to 
Midgeville GA. Bon voyage, Bill—we’ Il miss you. 
Keep in touch. 


ar 73 de Jim, K4JAP 
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Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 


BHENANDOAM WALLEY 
AMATEUR RADIO CUUB IND, 


eS 
i 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 


Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia 
Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604 
President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT) 

Info: Irvin Barb, KD4BH, 955-1745. 


Greetings once again from the Northern 
Shenandoah Valley! Spring is always an exciting 
time for us. May is a big month for Winchester 
and area Hams. The Apple Blossom Festival is one 
of the largest events in the valley. Even though its 
not an amateur radio event, it certainly is a lot of 
fun. 


March and April have given us the opportunity 
to “settle in” to our new committee-driven 
operational structure. The following committees 
and their chairpersons are listed below: 


Public Relations: Wayne Kohler(KE4PMS) 
Assets Management: Tom Sullivan (KD4WSM) 
Communications Services: Irvin Barb (KD4BHV) 
Human Resources: Sam Long (W4WSE) 

Net Manager: Rick Greenawalt (KE4SRH) 
Hamfest: Irvin Barb (KD4BHYV) 


Subcommittee memberships will be finalized 
in the near future. Each chairperson will be 
responsible for managing their particular area of 
expertise and reporting activities at club meetings. 
SVARC President Fred Wetzel (W4KRT) was the 
guest speaker at the Martinsburg WVA Amateur 
Radio Club on 28 March, 1996. The topic 
presented was on the management structure of the 
SVARC and how the neighboring amateur radio 
clubs could effectively interoperate in emergency 
communications requirements. The importance of 
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‘interoperating across political borders during 


emergency conditions was the main point of the 
presentation. 


The SVARC will participate with ARES 
District #1 in an exercise called “Operation 
Scramble”. This exercise is designed to test the 
field operations capabilities of our individual 
members while utilizing strictly emergency power 
sources. The exercise is patterned after a scaled 
down ARRL “Field Day” exercise and will last 
from 0600 hrs to 1200 hrs on Saturday May 11th, 
1996. ARES members from the counties of Clarke, 
Frederick, Page, Shenandoah, Warren and the City 
of Winchester will be participating. 


And of course, Field Day is already a topic of 
discussion among members. As of the March 
meetings, the SVARC is assessing available 
equipment and potential locations. 


Southern 


73 de KE4QJT/Laura Stewart 
Maryland 
Amateur Radio — 


Club 


Meetings: 2nd Friday of each month at 1930 
ET at the PG County Police, Clinton Station, 
6707 Groverton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. 

Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 
Wednesday at 2000 on 1.865 (+QRM);: 
Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. . 
Repeater: WA3YUV/R 


147-45 4;; 
Cheltenham, Md. Autopatch to 911. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, 
Md, 20623 


Information: Vic (WA3YUV) & Linda 
(KA3VNI), (301) 888-1388 


Now that winter is finally behind us, members 
have begun to get all the things done on those lists 
we spent compiling on those long winter days. Of — 
course those spring monsoons didn’t help. Just 
remember those days as we get to August!! 
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There is finally some good news for our 


repeater. Thanks to the untiring efforts of Mike, . 


N3RWF, the repeater is back on the air, better than 
ever. Mike headed the challenge of getting a 
permanent repeater site after the Navy literally 
removed ours out from under us. Through his 
efforts space was located on another tower at 
Cheltenham for not only our 2 meter repeater but 
also for the soon.to be active SMARC 440 machine. 
The new location is only a short distance from our 
former one on a 150' tower. As mentioned last 
month the repeater itself was reworked completely 
recently and was relocated from WK3I’s location 
(many thanks Richard) to the current site. After a 
little tweaking by Mr. Vic, WA3YUV, the repeater 
was putting out at full capacity, covering much of 
the same.area as it originally did, and without PL! 
Hopefully we have that gremlin caged for good, 
too. 


Moving the repeater to its new location was 
not a small task. Mike gathered a small army of 
dedicated, hard working members to help with the 
installation. Mike, N3RWF, (a.k.a. “I don’t need 
that little plastic bottle”) and his aerialist friend, 
Brian Johnson (a.k.a. “The birdman’’) scaled the 
tower, only connected to the earth by simplex 
communications and a bucket on a loooong rope. 
Good thing, since that was the only way to get 
lunch up to the guys. The ground crew providing 
technical, moral, and much needed support 
consisted of: Richard, WK3I and Rick, KK4GV, 
who burned up the roads getting last minute parts 
and components; Dan, N3RUA; Hank, W3F VD; 
Al, W2GJS; Allen, KA3ZPA; and Greg, N3MPR. 
Thanks guys, you all did a great job!! 


As you know, we had two club offices recently 
vacated. Under the by-laws they were filled last 
month. Dan, N3RUA, is the SMARC Public 
Service Coordinator and Hank, W3FVD is serving 
as a 1 year member of the board of directors. 


Just some SMARC public service reminders. 
On Saturday, April 27th SMARC will again 
participate in the Christmas in April program. This 
very worthwhile nationwide project assists folks 
less fortunate than ourselves by doing much needed 
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home repairs, all of which needs our help in 
coordinating their efforts. Contact George, 
KA3KIF, for additional information. On April 28th 
at 8AM SMARC will be supporting the annual 
March of Dimes Walk-a-Thon at the Benjamin 
Stoddert Middle School in Waldorf. For more 
information contact Dan, N3RUA. 


And that is the big news from southern 
Maryland. Enjoy the nice weather, be careful, and 
we will see you next month. 


157 


‘ Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 
the Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 
in on 147.18. 

Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 


Greg - WA3FSC 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


Several notices of proposed new repeaters, 
which we received from the W.Va. coordinator, 
were reviewed and look good. 449.425 was 
coordinated to a Frederick group for a proposed 
new repeater, and the former 224.700 repeater at 
Frederick was moved to Berkeley Springs, WV. 
UHF control and link frequencies were coordinated 
to the Chesapeake Bay R.C. for a new remote 
receiver on their 146.85 repeater in NE Maryland. 


A couple of months ago I promised a little 
history about T-MARC. Back in 1973, a group of 
about 20 local repeater sponsors got together to 
try to come up with a way of formalizing and better 
organizing the previous informal “coordination” 
work. The outcome was the formation of TTMARC. 
Since then, many changes and improvements have 
come about. T-MARC was represented 
continuously on the ARRL’s VHF Repeater 
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Advisory Committee (VRAC) and is currently 


represented on the League’s Spectrum Committee. - 


We have been recognized by, and worked well with, 
our adjacent-area coordinators as well as by the 
rest of the nation’s coordinators. 


Many people have contributed to this growth, 
but the greatest credit goes to the area repeater 
sponsors, without whose participation and support, 
the entire voluntary coordination effort would be 
in vain. 


The FCC has assigned the ARRL’s petition to 


strengthen PRB-1, the antenna zoning restriction. 


policy, the Docket number “RM-8763”. This 
petition asks the Commission to amend PRB-1 to 
include deed restrictions and covenants (known as 
CC&R’s) and condominium restrictions, so as to 
give Amateurs a better opportunity to install their 
antennas in areas where they are now restricted, 
limited, or even prohibited. Even though the 30- 
day deadline for filing informal comments on this 
petition has ended, you can still submit letters to 
the FCC asking them to look favorably on the 
petition. If you have any personal experience with 
antenna restrictions, briefly describe the restrictions 
and the problems they have caused to your Amateur 
operation. 


The more letters the FCC receives, the more 
likely they will be to issue a Notice of Proposed 
Rule Making looking toward an improvement to 
the existing rule. At that time, we will all have an 
opportunity to file formal comments. 


When you submit your comments, include the 
Docket number and your full name and address. 
Although one original is OK, it’s a good idea to 
add 4 copies for distribution to different bureaus 
in the Commission. Send them to Secretary, Federal 
Communications Commission, 1919 M Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20554. 


That’s it for now. I hope to see some of you at 
the Dayton Hamvention. Drive carefully! 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 
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Wireless 


Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 
Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 
MHz _ Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 
Repeater: K4HTA 146.085 in/146.685 out 
Information: Paul, AB4CY, (703) 560-2779 
Mailing: P.O. Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


Skip, WA4UAU, reported that all Winterfest 
prizes had been distributed. Mark, KR4FH, 
Charles, NOSQE, Ralph, K4TXD, John, WB3IEZ, 
and Bill, no call, were the lucky winners. Thanks 
to ARRL, World Radio and FAR for other donated 
awards. We had a good time putting on Winterfest, 
hope you all enjoyed it as well. We had a three 
hour marathon talk-in from Richmond with a 
fellow whose XYL wanted spend the day shopping 
at Tyson’s Corner. 


Norm, KC4VCYV,. had all the arrangements 
checked out for our annual banquet and there was 
a pleasant evening of eyeball QSO’s over peach 
melba and rum cake. J orge, KD4DGQ, received a 
plaque in recognition as past President and for 
promoting public service activities on behalf of the 
club. John Kanode, N4MM, Roanoke Division 
Director and Ethel Smith, K4LMB, gave short 
presentation. Ethel, as always, a staunch promoter 
of YL activities. 


A few hardy souls are gearing up for 
participation in the QRP mini-field day on April . 
27. The set-up will be in Glyndon Park in Vienna 
at 9 am (local time). The following day will be 
our “find the Fox in Vienna” contest on two meters. 


Chuck Stay, W4HE, donated his HF station to 


the club as he and his XYL propose to move from 
the homestead to a supportive retirement facility. 
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Chuck has been licensed since 1921. Bernie, 
K4XY, Bill, N9CG, and Paul, AB4CY, were the 
antenna take-down team and nobody fell off the 
roof or got his foot caught in a guywire coming 
down. Thanks Chuck. 


Doug, N1DEB, has an outline for this year’s 
Field Day effort at Burke Lake Park. Word has 
gotten around about those steaks on the grill for 
Saturday supper. Maybe this year they’ ll ask for 
proof of a thousand contest points before they will 
cook you one. 


Honest, those sunspots will come back. In the 
meantime a better antenna will help. 


Paul, AB4CY 


Washington Area 
Young Ladies 
Amateur Radio 


Club 
Meetings: Rejuvenation Meeting 
Saturday, May 4, 12:30 p.m. 
Easby’s Buffet 

Tyson’s Corner, VA 


Mark your calendar for the May 4 
“rejuvenation” meeting of the WAYLARCs. See 
the April Auto-Call for details. We are hoping for 
a good turn out of YLs. 


The luncheon meeting will be at 12:30, 
Saturday May 4, at Easby’s Buffet at Tyson’s 
Corner, Virginia. All you can eat for $8.00 
(beverage, tax and tip included). Plenty of free 
parking available. 


Easby’s is directly across Route 7 from Tyson’s 
Corner shopping mall and immediately off the 495 
beltway at exit 10 West. The address is 80531 
Leesburg Pike (Route 7) Vienna, Virginia. Look 
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for the large sign for Chili’s & Easby’s. ADVANCE 
RESERVATIONS requested. Phone (703) 536- 
8469. 


Do come to this meeting and help us plan the 
future of WAYLARCs. 


Ethel - K4LMB 


Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 


Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 
224.78 link repeater on 147.24 MHz, 144.99 
MHz simplex PL-100 repeater 444.90 MHz, 
repeater 224.780 MHz, packet lan on 145.07. 
Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Information: Jim Stearns, KC4ZHQ (703) 
670-3480. 


MONTHLY MEETING 


WWI held its regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, 12 March 1996, at the Canterbury Woods 
Recreation Center in Lake Ridge. Club vice- 
president, Jim, KC4ZHQ, called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 pm. A total of 31 members were 
present. 


COMMITTEES 


EMERGENCY: Cliff, KO4FM, reported that 
he had been contacted by one of the largest 
retirement /nursing homes in the area and that they 
had requested assistance during adverse weather. 
After an open floor discussion, it was voted on and 
passed to support this minimal effort when the 
WWI Emergency Teams are activated. 


MEMBERSHIP: WD4KXB, Denis reported. 


that the membership drive is still on track and we 
are approaching the “200” mark. 
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PROGRAM: The meeting’s presentation was 
a video produced by Icom entitled, “More Than 
Radios”. Itis a short 25 minute story of an “Elmer”. 
The story starts out about a young boy going on © 
vacation with his family and getting bored. He 
meets this maturing gentleman who was a ham and 
at first somewhat of a reluctant Elmer. However it 
all works out. By the way I think all the actors 
(hams) are realhams. Recommend that other clubs 
show this. 


Silent Key 


Walter W. Osborne KC3UM 


Walter W. Osborne, 73, a civil engineer 
who retired in 1983 as a partner in Bernard 
F. Lofcraft Engineers, died of cancer March 
8 at a nursing home in Zolfo Springs, Fla. 

A resident of the Washington area for 
nearly 40 years, he moved from Glen Echo 
to Seaford, DE, when he retired. He also had 
a vacation home in Zolfo Springs. 

Mr. Osborne, a surveyor and draftsman, 
was with Lofcraft for 35 years. His surveying 
projects included work on the U.S. Capitol 
and the Vietnam War Memorial on the Mall. 

He was a native of Piney Creek, N.C., 
and a graduate of the University of Maryland. 
He served as a pilot in Europe with the Army 
Air Forces during World War II. 

He was an amateur radio operator. He was 
a member of the Nanticoke Radio Club which 
has a scholarship administerered by FAR. 

Survivors include his wife, Rosa Lee 
Osborne of Seaford and Zolfo Springs, a 
daughter, Kathryn Brown of Germantown; a 
sister, Edna Wilkinson of Aberdeen, Md.; a 
half sister, Joann Bradley of Miami; a half 
brother, Ray Hurley of Roanoke; and two 
grandchildren. 


PACKET: The WWI Packet Station is still 
temporary out of service. 


ACTIVITIE: The “Crew Racing Season” got 
off to a good start 30 March 1996. Five volunteers 
Rick, KD4USI; Denis, WD4KXB; Steve, KS4KD: 
_ Dave, KD4LGN; Mike, KT4FJ and Rob AJOC 
responded to the call for support. Reports via radio 
indicates everything went well and we qualified 
five new communicators in handling some rapid 
traffic responses and team effort. 


The next regatta will be 6 April 1996 at the 
Occoquan Reservoir, Sandy Run Park. 


“ONE VOLUNTEER IS BETTER THAN 
TEN FORCED MEN”..African Proverb 


73, Jim, KC4ZHQ, 
E-Mail: jstearn @qnet.com 


KE4TZ wr op 
SHEEHY FORD OF SPRINGFIELD, INC. __ 


6727 Loisdale Road 
Springfield, Virginia 22150 
(703) 922-2240 
(703). 922-2217 Fax 


EX WA3HNW WB4NZE 
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Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 


ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 

| 5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 
a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. 


| Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club 
will be published without cost. 


| Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


FOR SALE: 450 Plus TV tubes NIB with RCA 
tube rack, $200.00. Pick-up only. Phone (540) 338- 
4152. K4LJH. Charles T. Preston, 48 N. Ivandale 
St., Hamilton, VA 22068. [07/96] 


WANTED: Buy-sell-trade. U.S. Amateur 
Callbooks 1914-1980. Bob Arrowsmith W4JNN. 
P.O. Box 166, Annandale, VA. 22003-166 or call 
(703) 560-7161. SASE for list. [05/96] 


FOR SALE: Henry 8K amplifier (hf) very nice 
condition $4,500.00. KK4WW. P.O. Box 341, 
Floyd, VA 24091. (540) 231-6478. [08/96] 


WANTED: Military surplus tube testers. Collins 
51J3 51J4 receivers, surplus military vacuum tubes, 


_ antenna tuner. M. Levy, 2042 Australia Way West 


_ #8, Clearwater, FL 34634. (813) 791-4730. [05/96] 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FT-840 in excellent condition 
- $625.00. Ten-Tec Scout with mic, mobile mount, 
noise blanker, 10m and 2m modules $450.00. Jim, 
KS4FZ. 11 Hay Barn Rd. Stafford, VA. (540) 752- 
1632. [04/06} 
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the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the 1st day of the 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- | 
cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
- (301) 855-0198 


FOR SALE: Kenwood TS-440S XCVR, excellent 
condition, with service manual and MB-230 mtg 
bracket, $795.00. Heath HW-2036A 2M FM 
XCVR, good condition, $70.00. Bill, WA3USW, 
Falls Church, VA. Phone (703) 241-8141 after 7:00 
PM. [04/96] 


WANTED: For museum - pre_ 1980 
microcomputers - also wanted early sales and 
microcomputer magazines. KK4WW. (540) 231- 
6478. P.O. Box 341, Floyd, VA 24091. [03/97] 


FOR SALE: Cushman spectrum analyzer, CE-2I 
synthesized receiver 4 MHz to 9.1 MHz. Working 
w/CE-23 spectrum display not working. Full 
documentation. $300.00. Pick-up only. K4LJH, 
Charles Preston, 48 N Ivandale St., Hamilton, VA 
22068. (540) 338-4152. (4/96) 3 


Reminder - all submissions for 


are due no later than the Ist of the 
month prior to the month of publication! 


Page 51 


Page 52 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 


Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 for S & H 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 


lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Jay Kiessling, 
Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, P.O. Box 
67, Upperco, MD 21155. (410) 239-1818. 
[SWP] 


Deadline for copy is the Ist of the month preceding the 
publication date. Shack sales will NOT be accepted over 
the telephone. Full address must be provide for our refer: 
ence but need not be published. Each ad must include the 
full name of the advertiser. Each word, abbreviation, model 
number or group of letter/numbers is counted as one word. 
The entire telephone number - including city, state and zip 
code is counted as only one word. Remittance for all Shack 
Sales must accompany each ad. 


Noncommercial Shack Sale advertising of amateur asso- 
ciated equipment is available to subscribers of Auto Call 
at 3¢ per word - with a $1.00 Minimum. Commercial Ven- 
dors and nonsubscribers rate is 17¢ per word with a $5.50 
minimum. 


Special Headings or special spacing may be used (e.g., 
one item per line) but such ads are charged at a column 
inch rate - $1.00 per inch for noncommercial ads, $5.50 
per inch for commercial vendors and nonsubscribers. 


Commercial vendors should include the ad size and len gth 
of run (e.g. 1 year, 6 times, etc.) on company letterhead 


SHACK SALES & COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 


zine willbe honored if practical but cannot be guaranteed. 


casey @ ets 


NORM'S ROTOR SERVICE 
5263 Agro Drive — 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301) 874-5885 


We Rebuild Rotors 


Plus: 
- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale - Parts for U.S. Built Rotors 
- We Buy Used U.S, Rotors/Controls for CASH! 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 


Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. 
[SWP] 


and it must be signed by the person authorizing payment 
for the ad. Full name and address must be provided with 
each ad but need not be published. Payment should be in- 
cluded when the ad is submitted for publication. No ads 
will be accepted over the telephone. Since no effort is made 
to investigate advertisers, no warranty can be implied. - 


DISPLAY ADS are “Boxed” and may contain artwork or 
photographs. Requests for specific placement in the maga- 


Display ads are charges according to size as shown below, 


-based on camera ready copy. All advertising must we pre- 


paid for at least the current month. 


Rates Per Issue 


Ad Size  1Year 6TImes 3TiImes 1 Time 
‘“Full $75.00. $90.00 $100.00 $105.00°~ 
1/2 55.00 65.00 71.00 75.00 
1/3 40.00 ». 46.00 51.00 54.00 
1/4 33.00 38.00 41.00 . 43.00 
1/6 22.00 26.00 28.00 30.00 
1/8 "£700" "90.00 22.00 23.00 
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- The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND C OAX” 


a SS ee 
= ey yaa Ri reel ae RIGHT 
f i mu y 4 tt ne : D oe 
: dau ltd i , SFCLPTACLE 
pros md bp f my us. BULKHEAD JACK "e-10980 
= % ue624lu 
UG-68an uc 106 Pu2b8 


RECCPTACLE 000 


RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER 
UG-3068U wee 


TEE ADAPTER 
uGsTay beri STRAIGHT ADAPTER Don sages 
WG-14 DOW-AEY 201 


STRAIGHT ADAPTER 
uG-491U 


RECEPTACLE 000 RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER: 


TEE ADAPTER Pave 
HULKWEAD ADAPTER eases, RAN Eakin 


uGn7en u6-49700 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 


Discounts on All! 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, WS5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc, Ham related books; software and video tapes 
— all at a discount! INSTRUCTORS, order all of your needs from JWO SERVICES — we take back all unused 
materials! PRACTICAL PACKET RADIO (ARRL) Net/ROMs, cluster, wormholes, ARPS, packet in space, etc. 
(List $15.95) Only $14.65. HAM RADIO MADE EASY (ARRL) Includes repeaters, packet, SSB, CW, satellites, 
ATV, HF voice, etc. (List $16) Only $14.65. New ! YOUR MOBILE COMPANION (ARRL) Cars, motorcycles, 
boats, etc., (List $12) Only $11.00. ARRL FCC RULEBOOK (List $12) $11.00; 10-up $10.25. 1995-1996 ARRL 
ELECTRONIC REPEATER DIRECTORY, IBM compatible, (List $14.95) Only $13.75. 1996 ARRL 
HANDBOOK (List $38) 1-9 $34.50, call for special 10-up prices. 1996 CALLBOOK CD-ROM Includes both 
North American and International listings plus much more! (List $50.00) Only $38,00. 1996 CALLBOOKS Your 
choice, North American or International (List $35,00 each) Only $28.00 each or $54.00 per pair. NEW! January 


1996 QRZ! HAM RADIO CD ROM call listing. Very popular and easy to use! (List $29.95) Only $18.00. 
SPECIAL! GORDON WEST EXTRA CLASS STUDY GUIDE (List $10) Only $7.00! SPECIAL! GORDON 
WEST NO CODE TECH PLUS VIDEO WITH MANUAL & FCC RULES (List $29.95) Only $21.50. 
SPECIAL! GORDON WEST NO CODE TECH PLUS VIDEO (List $21.95) Only $16.00. Are you on Internet? 
Got any questions? Leave a message for John, W3IS at Internet address johnw3is @aol.com. 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus shipping. J WO SERVICES 


Excellent prices on study guides for clubs John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
and classes! 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
JWO SERVICES | Phone: (717) 731-4747 
Catplog of Savings BREE! Worldwide Shipments. 
Our 10th year of excellent service ey (SASS 
around the world! rca 
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Auto Call Production Policy 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 


Use the applicable format exactly as follows: 


America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen @ aol.com” 

FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen@aol.com 

Prodigy - johnqueen@aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) inan EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 


from what was published from previous month. 


The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. — 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 


one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. | 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 


phone number, and club name, along with a de- 


scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meee 
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BENERMSiORM OUT 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


er ee ee ea Te Ee, Te CR, Toca - 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 
Name: 
| Address: 
I City: State: Zip: 


$30 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may request 
r special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify for special rates, 
write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance for membership. 


y Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 


Re ee ee oe ee en eed eee 


| Signature: Expires: 


Roanoke Division Director 


Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League John Kanode, N4MM 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1, Box 73-A 
Paoli, PA 19301 Boyce, VA 22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: (540) 837-1340 


Atlantic Division Director 


“Oy 


~ 


Magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: a New Ei Renewal | |cit 


For Lah year els years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription). 


Name: Call: 
Address: 
City: | State: Zip: 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
rerhuatenriRadiodad maitformte: Sark 
Ll ees bbl ake 22040-7612 
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Adventist 


Plan fo attend the 
FAR meeting! 


Antietam 
PG Wireless 


14 Fauquier 
Frederick 

Woodbridge 
Hanover 
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Antietam 
Sterling Park 


Arlington 


Green Mtn. 
T-MARC 


P.©.; Box. 4612 
Falls Church, VA 
22040-7612 


Mobileers 
Shenandoah Green Min. 


WAYLARC 


9 MADRAS 


Mid-Atlantic 


Mt. Vernon So. Maryland 


North Point 
Alexandria | 


Capital City~ 
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